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The Stained Glass Windows of
Pittstown’s Churches (Part One)

By Ned Pratt
Introduction

Most of Pittstown’s churches were constructed he L800s and early 1900s. The earliest
churches did not have stained glass when first,duit many churches added glass later, usualtizen
latter third of the 18 century, or early in the Z0century.

In this period, stained glass styles were stromgflyuenced by new types of glass, as developed
by the Lewis Comfort Tiffany Company and his magompetitors, such as John La Farge and the Lamb
Company, all of New York City.

Two of Tiffany’s major innovations had a big impam churches in Rensselaer County (and
elsewhere). They were his use of different typegla$s, such as opalescent or patterned glasshand
idea of making most of his designs with coloredglaather than painting on glass.

Opalescent glass has several different colorsanix® one piece of glass, as shown in the pair of
windows below. In patterned glass, a roller withadtern on it is rolled across the glass whiles istill
molten, leaving a pattern on the surfac@ontinued on page 2)

Opalescent glass, United Methodist Church, Valleljs~
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Patted glass, Raymertown Lutheran Evangelical Church
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Pittstown’s churches have a variety of differegtest and types of glass. Some stained glass windows
Pittstown are simple and have mostly geometricepast Some have a small drawing worked in, and
others depict a number of figures, usually in anedeom the bible.

Geometric patterns in St.
George’s Church, Pittstown, on
the left; Figural glass at United
Methodist Church, Valley Falls,
on the right
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Johnsonville Churches

1. Christ United Methodist Church, Johnsonville

Christ United
Methodist Church,
Johnsonville, 2009

The Methodist Episcopal Church in Johnsonville wasorporated on April 18, 1851. The
cornerstone for the Methodist Church (featured abaas laid on June 21, 1900, and the Church opened
the following December. At that time is was knows @race Methodist Episcopal Church. That
Congregation united with the Presbyterian Congfiegah 1958; in 1960 the group affiliated with the
Methodist church and became Christ Methodist Churtle Education Building in back opened in 1967.

w ’;,_ ~ ~ The brick church is built in a modified

! 4 Gothic Revival style. The windows with pointed
' arches are a Gothic characteristic, as is the tall
steeple. The interior shows influence of both the
Gothic and Early American congregational
styles. An interior overview is shown to the left.
The three large arched openings on the left all
lead to an entry and reception area used after
services, where there is another large window.

‘ Most of the windows are vertical
Christ United Methodist Church, Johnsonville, 2009 lancets with opalescent and othelored glass
set in geometric designs, usually with one panéie top center which has a painted symbol, as se
the two photos on page three.
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At the west end and in the lobby/receptiogaaithe wmdows are Iarger and divided into 3 wvalti

panels.

{1

Christ United Methodist Church, Johnsonville, 2009

2. St. Monica’s Catholic Church, Johnsonville

St. Monica’s Catholic Church is a vertically sidedard and
batten church built in the Gothic Revival stylelid84. It resembles in its
details some of the earlier churches designed &yd¢howned architect,
Richard Upjohn, such as St. Paul's Church in Kihdek, NY. St.
Monica’s was closed in 2002.

Notice the pairs of Gothic pointed arch windowstlo& sides and
the vertical boards.

The glass is set in simple geometric patterns, eaictdow
having an inset panel with a design, typical of kenachurches in the
Gothic period. The interior arches are also Gotwith pointed arches,
as is the shape of the top of the chancel seemimight hand photo on
page 4.

Historic photo, St. Monica’s Catholic Church, Jobnsille, undated
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St. Monica’s Catholic Church, Johnsonville

*Note: Author Ned Pratt is an architectural higgarwith a particular interest in the art and
architecture of churches. He has recently beerystgdhe stained glass in churches in the Hudson
Valley, focusing on Rensselaer County. Pratt’sregein churches developed in response to concerns
that so many churches in the Rensselaer Countyhangaclosed. In the last several years, Pratt has
undertaken the documentation of churches in Trayyd@s, Lansingburg, Sand Lake, Hoosick,
Cambridge, and Pittstown. All photographs were tiaie Pratt, unless otherwise noted.

Pittstown Through the Yeargublished by the Pittstown Historical Society 889, is the source
for the historic references to Pittstown’s churcimeBratt’s article.

Threshing Machine Demonstration

Members of the Pittstown Historical Society praddthe public with an opportunity to see an
historic threshing machine in action last Octobealter Auclair, who houses the machine, enlistedkVia
Brock to motorize the thresher which was built bg Westinghouse Company in Schenectady in 1887.
For the event, the machine was moved to a fielthenEmpie farm on Cooksboro road, and hay bales
were provided for the audience to sit on. John Enggoke about his experiences as a boy using a
threshing machine, and Don Rittner, Schenectadytgdustorian, talked about the Westinghouse House
Company'’s early involvement in the manufactureasfif equipment. Adding to the merriment was Jack
Empie playing music. About 80 people attended, rafifd by the cranking noises of the stage coach
sized machine and the chugging of the attached m®teo articles were published on the event (one in
the Troy Record and one in the Times Union).

e
%3

1887 threshing machine demonstration, with mottacited by Mark Brock, October 17, 2010
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A Monument to My Pittstown Connection

By Lyle Denny of Saranac, Michigan

In August 1999, with the passing of my father, siglings and | were sorting through his
personal belongings. | came across a cigar boofudbituaries my grandmother, Irene (Bigley) Denny
had saved over the years. To my amazement theeerefatives quite unknown to me.

| had been researching my family’s history foresaV years, and for me this was the treasure
trove of family information | had been seeking. Tihig surprise came when | discovered where my
family members were buried - the Otisco Townshipn€ery in Belding, Michigan.

When | visited the cemetery, | discovered a lazgst bronze monument that had the names of
several generations of Bigleys listed on it. Whéey came from and when they were born was insgribe
on the monument. My great-great grandfather, Bemja8mith Bigley, was born June 21, 1828 in
Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New York.

The Bigley family moved to Pittstown
around 1820. Benjamin F. Bigley was the head
of the household and was married to Rhoda Ann
Robertson of Windham, Vermont. Together they
had five children (Rhoda Ann, Benjamin Smith,
and three others whose names | have not been
able to identify).

During my research | uncovered a
tragedy. According to the obituary of Benjamin
S., his father died in a house fire. | then found a
article about what had happened. It was
described in the Daily Troy budget newspaper jin
the Boston Library’s collection. On Saturday
night December 17, 1836 Benjamin F. Bigley Katherine and Benjamin Smith Bigley circa 190&lburn,
and one of his children died in an accidental NY, great-great grandparents of Lyle Denny, photos
house fire. Two days later another child collection Lyle Denny
succumbed to injuries sustained in the fire. Theclarnoted that his wife and three of the children
survived, but all else was lost.

The obituary of Benjamin S. stated that his motteat passed away in about 1832. That would
have made it likely that the surviving mother
was his step mother. There is also mention of a
step brother, John. Nothing else is known
about the surviving family until the 1850
census. Benjamin S. at the age of 22 was living
in Hoosick with Delia and Garrett Van
Hoosen. | believe this is the same Garrett Van
Hoosen that was involved with the
Underground Railroad that was operating in
the Hoosick area.

At 18, Rhoda Ann, sister to Benjamin
S., was listed as living with James and Tersay
Campbell in Pittstown.(continued on Page 6)

Memorial stone in Belding, MI with inscription: “Bgmin Smith Bigley
was born in Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New Yhrke 21, 1828
and died at his home in Eureka, Montcalm Countyghigian, Nov. 17, 1920”
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It is not known what happened to the stepmotherJameh, although Benjamin S. Bigley's obituary state
that John lived to be an adult. In 1859, Benjanathgred his sister and their belongings and movest w
to Auburn, New York, where he met and married KatteeOcoboch.

The following year he moved to Montcalm County,chlgan with his wife, her mother and
Rhoda Ann. Benjamin lived out his life on the fanempurchased in 1860.

| can thank my great-great grandfather BenjamiBi§ley for having the foresight to erect a
monument with all the family information cast inobze so that future generations will know of our
Pittstown connection!

1795 Michael Bagley (Bigley) Naturalization Documein

The historic naturalization form below is provideg Lyle Denny, who is the 6th generation
grandson of Michael Bagley (Bigley). Prior to moyito Pittstown, ancestors of the Bigley family
emigrated from England. The family is fortunatestitl possess the rare document that certifies &k¢h
Bagley’'s American citizenshipNote: In the transcription, the highlighted wordsres hand written
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Life and Legacy of Major Michael S. Vandercook

By Ronald D. Bachman

After years of research in primary sources, maglg solely by the Pittstown Historical Society
(PHS), | have published a biography of my greaatyggeat grandfather, an early resident of Pittatow
The work is entitledA Fine Commanding Presence: The Life and Lega®japf Michael S. Vandercook
(1774-1852) of Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New.YoThe book will be available to readers at the
PHS, the Rensselaer County Historical Society, Beanington Museum, and the New York State
Library. A limited number may be available for pbase at cost (email: ron.bachman2@verizoh.net
Following are excerpts from the introduction. Fongenience, | refer to Major Vandercook simply as
Michael.

Michael S. Vandercook was a prominent figure ia #darly history of Rensselaer County. A
descendant of some of the first European settfetha Hudson Valley, he was born on the eve of the
Revolution and lived to see the emergence of tg@nal divisions that would erupt in the Civil War
few years after his death. He spent his entireififeittstown, where he was a merchant, millemmntar,
militia officer, town clerk, school commissionemunty sheriff, justice of the peace, coroner, pEmsi
attorney, and father of 12 children by three wivde.had a remarkable life but more than his shére o
tragedy.

Michael was a genuine Knickerbocker, a term os&tlyn applied to New Yorkers of Dutch
heritage. Diedrich Knickerbocker, a fictional cheter invented by Washington Irving, was modeled
after a real personCongressman Herman Knickerbacker. The Vandercookd known the
Knickerbackers for years as fellow members of thecB Reformed Church in Schaghticoke. Michael
was Herman'’s colleague as an officer of the Reasségricultural Society and collaborator for the
promotion of the American wool industry. Herman &g@rbacker was just one of many prominent men
Michael would come to know in the course of hisatekly long life. As Rensselaer County militia
brigade inspector, he served directly under sustofical figures as General Henry K. Van Rensseker
Revolutionary War hero, whose actions helped deBragoyne’s invasion in 1777; General Hosea
Moffitt, who later became a U. S. Congressman; Gdniseph Bloomfield, commander of combined
forces at Plattsburgh in the War of 1812 and futgoernor of New Jersey; and General Henry
Dearborn, former Secretary of War and directorhef war effort on the northeastern front in 1812. As
inspector of militia at Plattsburgh, Michael pregdua devastating fitness report and delivered pieirson
to Commander in Chief/Governor Daniel D. Tompkingo would become Vice President of the United
States during the Monroe administration. Michadivdeed a follow-up report to General Dearborn iat h
headquarters in Greenbush, across the Hudson fibanp

Active in local politics from a young age, Michagined notice while serving on a Rensselaer
County committee to compose a letter to Presideffierson, encouraging him to seek a third term. On
five occasions, the Council of Appointments in Algaawarded him civil positions in addition to his
military promotions: justice of the peace in Paish (two terms); judge on the Rensselaer County
General Pleas Commission (one term); and Renssétaanty sheriff (two terms). Probably the highest
honor of his political career was bestowed by the houses of the New York State Legislature in 1812
when he was named one of the state’s 29 presitleziBators. He was endorsed three times by
Rensselaer County republicans as a candidateddttite Assembly.

Michael's father, Simon, was one of the more a&fflumen in Pittstown. The tax assessment of
1799 shows that his property holdings were theelsirgf any of the 418 landowners in the township. A
his eldest son, Michael seemed destined for a atafifie life. Endowed with intelligence and ambition
he was eager to set out on his own. By his sixteenseventeenth birthday, Michael was living omdla
his father had acquired in Factory Hollow, sevendés east of Cooksborough. The property had been
confiscated by the state from the prominent loy&tisbert William Leake, (continued on Page 8)
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(continued from Page)®ho was banished from New York on pain of deatlowihg his capture with
Burgoyne’s invading army in 1777. An 1807 map & groperty (see excerpt below) shows a mill pond
and saw mill near the house. Simon probably sethdt up in Factory Hollow to operate the mill.
Within 10 or 11 years, Michael would own a genesttake there and purchase part of the property from
his father and an adjoining parcel across the poitid.

Fragment of 1809 Survey
Map of Schaghticoke,
DePeyster, and Pittstown
Patents, Rensselaer
County, New York, by John
Kiersted, Collection NY
State Library

Michael married
three times and was the
father of 12 children, 11
reaching adulthood far
above the average infant
survival rate for that era.

In 1792, at the ripe old
age of 18, he married
17-year-old Mahitable Haskin and started a familyeir first child, a son named Simon, died befare h
second birthday. Mahitable had three more childrefore her death at the age of 31 on June 19, 1806.
She probably was on her death bed during the ledtatal eclipse of the sun on June 16. Contemporar
newspaper accounts show that the eclipse wasagtitlorly understood natural phenomenon. The event
was so traumatic that Michael recorded it in hibl8ias part of the entry for Mahitable’s deathnlist
have seemed to him and his young children thatvitidd was coming to an end. His second marriage,
literally to the girl next door, Sally Eddy, appsdo have been a happy one, and they had six ehildr
Sally was the daughter of Gilbert Eddy, an impressgenerous man who rose to the rank of general of
the 8" Brigade of the New York Militia, was elected tetNew York State Asssembly, and was chosen
as a presidential elector in 1828. He stood by Eethhrough many hard trials. Michael named four of
his children after members of Gilbert Eddy’s famian indication of his affection and respect fos hi
father-in-law. On April 4, 1823, Sally, too, diatla tragically young age34.

A widower for the second time, Michael had six gguchildren to care for, but he did not rush
into a third marriage. Financial considerations rhaye been the primary motivation in his choice of
third wife Betsey Roberts Pickett, a well-to-do widow livingdistant Bennington, VT. The wedding
took place on September 25, 1825, just four moaties Michael had mortgaged most of his property to
Eliphalet Nott, the renowned theologist, philosaptend president of Trinity College in Schenectady.
Betsey and her two sons from her first marriage edoww Michael's house in Pittstown, and for a few
years, the family lived happily (accordingMiochael's account). Betsey gave him two moomss

Roberts and Frederick Augustus. But her Picketsseapecially James, did not accept Michael as a
father figure and demanded their inheritance ugathing the age of 21. Michael had been appointed
trustee of the Pickett estate in December, 182% bamrowed thousands of dollars from it to rebunisl
mills after a devastating flood in 1828. Becauséhefeconomic downturn and Biddle’s Panic in 1834,
he could not refinance his debt. Nor could he pglcames and buy time to make the Pickett estate
whole. Michael fought to the bitter end to maintpossession of his property, but ultimately he lust
farm, store, grist mill, saw mill, and a large ambof personal propertyall sold at far below its value
by order of the Court of Chancery. Betsey sidechwi#&mes throughout this ordeal and subsequently
returned to Bennington, taking young Roberts amdl€rick Augustus with her.
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The vicious personal attacks that Michael had ssdlfrom James Pickett’s lawyer and from the
future owners of his propertyeven including false accusations of murder threatisl much damage to
his reputation in the community. In late 1840 he tlee Factory Hollow area, where he had lived laalf
century, and moved a few miles southwest to Rayomeart He spent the final 11 years of his life there
trying to restore his good name, apparently witmeauccess, as he would once again hold elective
office deputy sheriff and coroner. Much of his time in t®40s was consumed by efforts to obtain
pension benefits for war widows. In 1850, at the a§76, he conducted archival research in Albany t
substantiate a claim for the widow of Thomas P .ligfils. He seems to have felt a special obligatmon
help Mrs. Williams, probably because she was Gilkeldy’s sister. The following year he was “called
to the chair” of the Presbyterian Society of SolRitistown yet another indication that he had regained
the esteem of his neighbors.

Of the many heartbreaks Michael had to endurequipieédly the most difficult was watching one
child after another leave Pittstown to find a hbetife in the West. At his death in the winter 852,
nine of his children had departed. Today their dadants are to be found in nearly every stateen th
country and beyond. Many became involved in pdalitithree were elected to their respective state
legislatures. An extraordinary number found caeerjournalism and publishing. One started thst fir
women’s magazine west of Chicago, was elected qeetiof the National Woman’'s Suffrage
Association, and collaborated with Elizabeth Catgn®n and Susan B. Anthony. Another established
the school of journalism at the University of Nedka Another editeflousehold Magazinayhich had
a circulation of more than two million and featur@uginal works by such writers as Carl Sandberg an
Theodore Dreiser.Yet another invented the revohatip Vandercook proof printing press. A common
characteristic of this posterity was and contirieelse an active pride in their patriot roots. Mdm®came
officers of such organizations as the D.A.R., th&.B., Daughters of 1812, the Tippecanoe Club, and
California Pioneers.

To live in interesting times is considered a cumsesome cultures. Michael lived in very
interesting times. He was not a passive witnessabuactive participant in events that helped shhe
country. We cannot say that on balance he had pyl@apa successful life, however that may be define
But it was a meaningful life, and his legacy enduie a remarkable posterity. Michael's grandson
Jimmie Twogood, a historical figure in his own riglvrote the following words about his impressive
grandfather for a column in tHdaho Statesmaim 1891. It is the only known description of Migia
however brief, and it provides the title of thisolzo

Major Vandercook as | first remember seeing hinthenold homestead at Ramertown [sic], near Troy,
N.Y., sixty years ago, was a man of grand persphgsique, nearly six feet tall, with a tremendaasrfe
and would weigh 180 or 200 pounds, was dine commanding presen@nd had the respect of all who
knew him.

Pittstown Historical Society Update

After a lengthy review process, the Provisional i@afor the Pittstown Historical Society (PHS)
has been extended by the NYS Department of Edurcatiche University of the State of NY. The
Provisional Charter is valid until November 16, 201

The PHS received a grant of $7,500 from the PrasiervLeague of NYS (see article on pg. 12)

The second installment of an article on Captaintaiélof Pittstown by noted historian Abbott
Lowell Cummings was publishe®evolutionary War Captain Cornelius Wiltsie of Bittwn, New York
American Ancestors Journal; Second Annual Supplénten The New England Historical and
Genealogical Register” Volume 164, pages 363 -8¢fober, 2010

An invaluable resource for anyone interested insttvn’s history is the publication of the
biography of Michael S. Vandercook (see articlepgn7):A Fine Commanding Presence; The Life and
Legacy of Maj. Michael S. Vandercook (1774 — 18b6Pitistown, Rensselaer County, New Y a#lf
published, by Ronald D. Bachman, 2010
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Among Pittstown’s earliest settlers were the Gersnaho helped establish the Raymertown Lutherarrc¢bhu
(photo on left); Dutch, who founded Cooksborougst@nic photo center); and Irish immigrants whored the
St. Monica’s Church in Johnsonville (photo on right

Our Ancestors: Who, When and Why They Came Here

By Maren Stein

The United States is an amazing country, compos$eztople from all over the world, and the
history of migrations to the U.S. tells us a lobabU.S. history.

An article in "USA Today" in 2009 listed the sedfported ancestry of Americans, as discussed in
If America Were a Villageby David Smith. The web site "ePodunk” providesnailar list for Pittstown
and other localities. We can compare the two lisésed on census data from 2000, looking partigular
at why people left their home countries to comehe U.S. and why Pittstown's numbers might be
different.

We know, of course, that people were already hdarethe U.S. and in Pittstown - when the
Europeans started coming over. In the U.S., 3%rtdgative American ancestry and in Pittstown, less
than 1%. Probably many instances of Native Amerieacestry are forgotten or uncertain, so the
numbers might well be higher.

Pittstown's northern border, the Hoosic River, waasignificant route between New England
Indians and Iroquois Country. There was an imporéalonial Indian Village where the Hoosic meets
the Hudson, promoted by the city of Albany to faarbarrier to French incursions from Canada.

Both of the ancestry lists put Irish and Germaceatry as most numerous. Irish ancestry for the
U.S.is 11%. The potato famine in the 1840s ifalvé was caused by blight on the potato cropshis t
staple of the diet failed, starvation was widesgraad a million Irish people emigrated to the U.S.
Pittstown's percentage of Irish ancestry is 24%y alouble that of the U.S. as a whole.

We know that Troy was a huge center for employnfentirish immigrants. The Industrial
Revolution virtually began in Troy due to the abande of water power and water and land
transportation. Iron mills and textile mills (empilog women) abounded. Jobs on the Erie Canal,
beginning early in the 19th century, were also etida St. Monica’s Church in Johnsonville included
Irish immigrants among its founders, probably peapho worked in Johnsonville.

There is a high percentage of Irish ancestry enRlitstown area, even today. In the last 50 years
or so, there has been an internal migration, wbpte leaving the cities and moving to the subwanbs
the country. An unknown, but probably noteworthymber of Pittstown's residents or their ancestors
moved from Troy or other cities to Pittstown.

German ancestry in the U.S. is 15%, the highesingnthe groups. That is somewhat surprising
as the celebration of the culture is not as wetivin, as with other groups. In some areas, German
ancestry was hidden as a result of the two Worldswa

Pittstown's German ancestry of 14% has some differoots from the U.S. as a whole. In the
early 1700s, a group of people in Europe, many ftbenPalatine area of Germany, began gathering,
thinking that England would send them to its colanilorth America. Apparently, this was a
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a misconception, but after the group made its walyrtgland, that is what happened.

Brunswick was one of the main areas where the @esnsettled; the Gilead Lutheran Church,
and then later the Raymertown Lutheran Church, traedr tbeginnings to those roots. The original
German settlers' family names include: Hayner,nCliLohnes, Coonradt, Snyder, Pollock, Wetzel,
Cipperly, and Weatherwax (Spellings vary; theseaanglicized.)

There were other waves of German immigration, lemHier and later. Among them was the
immigration of many after the failed revolution ®848. Revolutionaries sought to establish a unified
Germany with a constitutional government.

People of English ancestry (9% in both the U.S] &ittstown) were an important part of
Pittstown's early and later history. In the earbags, most came from New England. Farmland in New
England had been found to be inadequate both mst@f quality and quantity. Families with several
children did not have enough land to leave adeca@aieage to their children. People left New England
large numbers seeking land and a better living.

The Dutch (2% in the U.S and 4% in Pittstown) widne earliest settlers in the region, following
Henry Hudson in 1609. They came here largely fomoeercial reasons. Many were farmers, many
merchants, and some were fur traders. In nearbye/@reek, Arent Van Corlear had a fur-trading post
and reputedly engaged in smuggling, violating Alpsmestrictive fur trade laws. Van Corlear was the
grandson of one of the founders of Schenectadt®itn has the Vandercook family and early Dutch
cemeteries,and Schaghticoke has the Knickerbocker family ahé imiracle of the restored
Knickerbocker Mansion. The English assumed politc@atrol in 1660, but the influence of the Dutch
persisted. Even today, names in the phone bookhiegi with Van are numerous.

The ePodunk report lists 3% in the U.S reportingnEh ancestry, compared to 9% in
Pittstown. Both lists say 3% report French Canadiacestry. Large numbers of French Canadians came
to the Capital Region, particularly Cohoes and Trioythe 1800s, to work in the iron and textile
mills. Before that, some French Protestants hacedmnthe area. French fur traders were here ievkea
earlier years, but not as settlers.

Two examples of predominantly 20th century immigraare Italian and Polish immigrants. The
national numbers are 6% for Italian and 3% for $tolin Pittstown, 8% claim Italian ancestry and 5%
Polish. Those immigrants and most others cameddJtls. for a better way of life for themselves and
their children. The process continues today.

Harriet Lamb Abbott - Her Work Comes Home
By Cindy Parillo

Last November, the Pittstown Historical Societgeiged a tantalizing e-
mail from a woman in central England. Dorothy Burkas notifying the Society
concerning an historic sampler she was offeringeBay that had been stitched in
1846 by Caroline W. Abbott of Pittstown. Burke knekout Caroline from a
Google search that had revealed an article in th&é EO09 Historical Society
newsletter about Pittstown’s noted resident, Cdl&weal Abbott Jr. Caroline was
the Colonel’s sister, one of eight children of Ropdbott Sr. and Wilmira Van
Woert Abbott. The Abbotts were long-time landownenrs naturally, Abbott Road
in East Pittstown, from the late eighteenth centarthe early 20th century.

Ms. Burke related the story that her mother haded the Hudson Valley in
the 1970s and had discovered the sampler in a-&hbiac stall.” In fact, there were
two samplers, both in a bin, showing no sigrfisever having been mounted or
framed. Burke’s mother purchased both samplerdaad gave them to her brother,
who also never framed or displayed the historidaatis. (continued on Page 12)
Harriet Lamb’s sampler, 1825
22 ¥ainches X 8 ¥z inches Page 11
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(continued from Page 11Now she was selling them and hoped that someor&tistown might be
interested. However, the bidding for the Carolirt#béit sampler had already started on the eBayaite
was quickly coming to a close.

| sat at my computer in the kitchen of the houseens Caroline Abbott most certainly crafted
those stitches 165 years ago, my heart poundind.wetched the seconds tick down, | entered what |
hoped would be the winning bid. The technologicabwie failed when my satellite internet connection
was just too slow to beat the clock. Heartbrokequickly e-mailed Burke to explain, even to beg, if
necessary, that she consider selling the otherlsampvately, without the auction to drive theqai

Ms. Burke was definitely receptive to the ideae sbally wanted the special piece to “go home.”
Arrangements were made and within a few weeks @ $gnap of yellowed wool, carefully embroidered,
made its way back to Pittstown. This second sani@ars the name of its artist, Harriet Lamb, Age 13
1825.

Born in 1812, Harriet Lamb grew up on Quaker Straeshort distance from the Abbott’s farm.
Harriet was the same age as the young Royal Allbofthey married in 1837. By 1849, Harriet and
Royal Jr. had purchased a farm on Quaker RoadHmeaiet’s family, who were members of Pittstown’s
Quaker community. Harriet, Royal Jr. and many efrtleight children are buried in the East Pittstown
Cemetery at the end of Abbott Road.

The sampler is a traditional textile art that atil its crafter to keep examples of many different
embroidery stitches. It also helped young girlsldarn the alphabet and bits of poetry or Biblical
wisdom. Harriet Lamb’s work is done on very narrgauge wool, selvedged on both sides, indicating
that the ground fabric probably dates to the 18titury. Her fine artistry has indeed, “come homeif
very far away after 186 years!

Pittstown Historical Society Receives Grant

The Pittstown Historical Society (PHS) is very piddo announce that the Preservation League of
New York State has recently presented us with &dRrgrant involving the town’s historic farmsteads.
This is the second grant awarded to the PHS biPthservation League.

The grant funds will be used to help nominate sadvikistoric farmsteads in Pittstown to the
National Register of Historic Places and compleldudtiple Property Documentation Form (an intensive
study of Pittstown’s historic resources). This d¢rbnilds on the previous one, which identified and
surveyed 26 historic farmsteads in Pittstown.

Pittstown’s historic farmsteads are noteworthy foeir multiple, intact historic buildings,
farmyards and agricultural landscapes. They ilatsttraditional patterns of settlement and deve&gm
within a rural community dating from the 1700s. Themsteads include multiple buildings such as hay
barns; sheep sheds; horse barns; corn cribs; garhauses; ice houses; outhouses; and hog perts. Wit
assistance from the Preservation League, the lidtoms and functions of these agricultural builgs
have been documented. Listing the farmsteads orNdi®nal Register will help preserve them as
historic resources.

The project is funded by the Preserve New YorknGRrogram, a partnership program of the
Preservation League and the New York State Cowrcithe Arts. The Preserve NY Grant Program
panel selected 17 projects in 14 counties arouedtiste to share $109,149 funding in 2010. Erini;ob
the League’s Regional Director of Technical and fBr&rograms in western NY said at the award
ceremony, “The Preservation League is delightecheétp advance the preservation efforts of the
Pittstown Historical Society with this grant.”

The project will be completed by historic preséiuva consultant, Jessie Ravage of Cooperstown,
who specializes in agricultural structures and $mages and historic resources documentation. Ravage
completed surveys of the 26 farmsteads under tis¢ dgrant from the Preservation League which
received matching funds from the Hudson River \fallzeenway and the Rensselaer County Legislature
as well as in-kind services from The PersistenaenBation and the town of Pittstown.

Page 12



Issue XIX Spring, 2011

Pittstown Historical Society receives award frohretPreservation League of NYS, November 8, 2010
Left to right: Ken Miller, (Secretary PHS); Marenet (Vice President PHS); Paul Wiley (Trustee PHR)e
Ferrannini (Trustee PHS); Bill Morris (Trustee PHS)alter Auclair (Trustee PHS); Connie Gilbert (Bréent
PHS); Eric Gradoia (Preservationist); Connie Kh¢&keasurer PHS); Erin Tobin (Preservation Leagu€grna
Hansen (Pittstown Town Councilwoman): Deed Naskg®@rvation League)

Holiday parade float, Pittstown, 1900



