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Getting To Know Pittstown’s Historic Places
The Button Farm (Part 1)

The historic farmsteads of Pittstown with their riceagricultural lands are without doubt our
town’s greatest asset. One of these special eartyebteads, the Button Farm, is featured in thiseiss
The Button Farm, located on Button Road, off CookslRoad, reflects the development of agricultural
from the late 1700s to the present.

The significance of the Button Farm, however, eateheyond its historic house and agricultural
outbuildings. There are numerous documents of dgnesdoric value that have been preserved by the
Button family. Some of these documents were refarenn our last newsletter (Issue XIII, Spring 2008
These documents (which include the account booletdger of Simeon Button) provide important details
of life in Pittstown in the late {8and early 19 centuries.

The first part of our story on the Button Farm @ng an article, published over thirty years ago in
the Pittstown Centinel, which gives an historic miew of the Button Farm. (A sequel to the Buttoorg
will be published in our spring newsletter of 2009.

The Buttons of
Raymertown

Reprinted from the Pittstown Centinel,
February 17, 1976 (Vol. 1, No. 4)

The early history of Pittstown is shrouded
in a cloud of mystery as to who the first settlers
were and when they arrived. It is likely that there
were people living within the bounds of present-
day Pittstown in the early to mid 1700’s, but
most of these were probably considered to be
residents of neighboring Schaghticoke or North
Hoosick, since settlements first appeared in these
towns in 1709 and 1736, respectively.

Button farmstead, circa 1910 Many of the names of the early historical
families of Pittstown first appeared in the immeeipost-Revolutionary war period. They came from
Massachusetts, Connecticut, or Southern New YoakeSt search of new opportunities. Such was the
care with two early settlers of Pittstown, bothwdfom bore the name of Button.

The first to arrive was Simeon Button, who withs Hiride, Ruth (Eddy), began to farm in
Raymertown in late 1782 or early 1783. The secontto® was John, who came to Schaghticoke five
years later with his wife Mary (Ransom) and two sodohn soon thereafter moved to a farm in
Cooksborough, and there sired 13 more children lbyyMind a second wife, Mary Burch (Lowe). This
began a long line with many descendants who tonayih the area. This story will be concerned with
Simeon’s line. (continued on page 2)
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(Button Farm, continued from page 1)

Simeon Button’s ancestry is not known. He was Bgpnl 5, 1757 and married Ruth in Swansea,
Massachussets on June 27, 1782, but who his pavenésand where he came from, one can only guess,
although several legends exist of his origins. ®Gueh has it that John and Simeon were brothers and
fought together in the Revolutionary War beforetlisef in Rensselaer County. It is unlikely that yhe
were brothers, although they probably had the sgneat-great-grandfather and both probably came from
southeastern Connecticut.

There is no record as to
who sold Simeon his land,
but as part of the purchase
a Devotion Eddy sold off
56 of the original 160 acres
to a neighbor, Abijah
Ketcham. The Eddy family
owned much land in
Raymertown during this
period, and it is possible
that Devotion Eddy
transacted the sale.

Simeon’s first house was
a small structure next to a
creek, which still stands. A
second house was built in
1798, and is probably the
back part of the present

Button farmhouse, circa 1910 Button house, which was
added on to and extensively remodeled in 1848 ime8n’s son, Lyman. In the late 1890’s Elihu addédat
porch to give the house its present handsome lines.

On September 29, 1791 Simeon was appointed Judtittee Peace in the County by Governor
George C. Clinton, one of 40 so named to be tisé jistices in the County. He continued in thisifppms
for 20 years, and a log book in his elegant penmmpnsxists today listing all the judgments he made.
Some trials included juries and involved, by todastandards, trivial amounts of money. One pldimtif
1804 was John Button, mentioned earlier. Otherotitsil names listed include, Van der Cook, Van
Veghten, Rattoone, Tinsler, Tarbel, Sherman, NevigavitClug, Lockwood and Van der Heyden.

Also still in existence is Simeon’s account ledgenich he kept meticulously from 1791 to 1830,
when his son Lyman took over. The ledger cleallysttates the bartering system used at the time, in
which farm products such as flax, rye, corn, muttbeef, veal, apples, and milk were traded for
specialized labor such as weaving blacksmithingnitegy and carpentry or general farm labor. John
Button is again found in the ledger, but little imess was done between them over the years. Ascads
through the account book, the aging of Simeon besoapparent by the increasing shakiness of thgtscri
Also notable is the gradual transition from Engicshirency to “free” dollars and the use of the alobill
sign.

Although there may be no record of Simeon havieryexd as a soldier in the Revolutionary War,
he was appointed in 1791 a Lieutenant of a Companyhe County Militia under Lt. Colonel
Commandant John W. Groesbeck. This high rank maigate that Simeon had previous military training
and experience.

Simeon Button also became much involved in Pittetcaffairs. He was elected a school
commissioner in 1796, and quotations from his ledgee some evidence of other activities, “attegdin
to, advertising, inspecting, and canvassing the'yéassessing and making o(tontinued on page 3)
Page 2
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(Button Farm, continued from page ‘“@ssessing notes”; disposed of poor”; and prepasubpoenas and
drawing distress warrants.”

He also performed legal duties, such as drawiagele and deeds, writing or altering wills, and
occasionally appraising properties.

On occasion Simeon’s children made entries inlekdger, including his oldest, Betsey (born in
1783), Simeon Pitt (born in 1787) and Jesse Loydem in 1789). But it fell to the third son andtHi
child, Lyman (born in 1792), to take charge of them. Simeon signed the farm over to Lyman in 1824,
and in 1830 Lyman took over keeping accounts. Tifierdnce in schooling between Simeon and Lyman
is apparent, with the penmanship and general nesinghe ledger being of a lower quality when Lyma
took over.

Simeon died in 1836 in his 8/ear, and Ruth died in 1855 at the age of 95.H&y time Lyman
was well in charge of farm affairs and had brouthiet farm to a high level of prosperity. He wasrst a
active as his father in civic affairs, but he wapainted an ensign in the 43nfantry Regiment of the
New York Militia by Governor Dewitt Clinton in 1818

Lyman married a neighbor’s daughter, Mercy Downingl826, and they had five children. The
second born, Lyman D., born in 1827, took overftren in 1869 at Lyman’s death. In 1871, Lyman D.
Button married Sarah Lansing, who at 34 was 10sygaunger than Lyman. Her grandparents had been
pioneers in Albany County and had settled near €sho

Their only child, Elihu Lansing, was born on Seplber 6, 1872. Two and a half years later,
Lyman D. died suddenly of pneumonia, leaving Savith a young child and an 100 acre farm to operate.

She decided to partition the house into a two famome, lease the farm, and concentrate on
getting Elihu as a good an education as possiblatéé she and Elihu boarded in Lansingburgh sb tha
he could attend Lansingburgh Academy, which hadéxallent reputation. Elihu graduated in 1890 with
an equivalent of two years of college. Summersrtehas mother lived on the farm and worked the farm
with the families leasing it. The first family wésat of Peter Wetsel. He later purchased a farmbyda
Schaghticoke. Peter’s grandson Myron still livedloenhomesteadcontinued on Page 4)

Simeon Button’s appointment as lieutenant in 1791

Page 3
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(Button Farm, continued from page 3)

In 1892 Elihu returned to operate the farm fulléinThree years later he married Minnie Gibbs,
and together they brought the farm back to a prosgelevel. He purchased the 56 acres Devotion Eddy
had sold back in 1783, as well as an additionaad&@s from Clark Perry, doubling the acreage of the
farm to 206 acres. He also built two handsome beaps with cupolas in 1894 and 1901.

He and Minnie had three children, the late FloeeBasenberry, Ralph Button, who later married
Elsie (Campbell) and now owns and operates a gawétbehis son Lansing in Johnsonville, and Chester
H. Button, who with his wife (Mary Perry) operatdte farm with Eilhu, and continued to do so after
Elihu’s death in 1965 in his §4year.

During his lifetime Elihu led an active civic liféide was a highway superintendent in Pittstown
from 1899 to 1901 and Justice of the Peace foreltsy He was an assessor for a time also. He was th
first president of the Rensselaer County Farm Bumelaen it was organized in 1917, and was a treasure
of the Schaghticoke Fair for many years. In 1968, $tate Agricultural Society selected the Buttami-
as a Century Farm, awarded by Governor Averill Hzan. Elihu stayed abreast of new farm trends; he
and Leonard Wiley were the first to grow alfalfathre area in 1901 and to use lime and commercial
fertilizer.

Elihu and his parents before him were lifelong ommicants of the Raymertown Lutheran
Church.

The farm was sold in 1967, but it is still actiygpducing beef, hay and corn. Chet Button, now
74, is still actively participating in its operatioand in the spring and summer he may be seemguaih
implement with his 1938 Model A John Deere “onegenri tractor. The Button house has been remodeled
inside, but the outside lines have stayed the s&ahmfarm may have changed hands, but it will abvag
remembered as the Button Farm.

Elihu Button, circa 1910

Simeon Button’s Account and Ledger Books 1792 1182

In the last issue of the Pittstown Historical Soci@HS) newsletter (Issue XIlI, Spring, 2008), Dr.
Ronald Bachman of Virginia wrote about the Accoamndl Ledger books of Simeon Button. Working from
a poor quality microfilm owned by the PHS, Bachnaanomplished thécontinued on page 5)
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(Button books, continued from page @gainstaking task of indexing the books. Bachmad fiest
discovered the existence of the books at the NYi8aky, which also owned an equally poor quality
microfilm of them. No record existed at the Libray to where the original books were, or eveneiyth
still existed.

Because of the importance of the documents, madessible by Bachman’s work on them, we
undertook to locate the original books. Throughalogetworking, and thanks to Betty Haviland, the
original books were found to be in the possessibBily Button, a descendant of Simeon. Billy
graciously offered to loan the books to the PHS|, w&e proceeded to digitalize them. That is, copsrev
page (over 600 in all) and then scan them intoctimaputer. Using this technology, every page can now
be clearly read.

In the meantime, Bachman has updated his indeamies based on the legible, digitalized copy
of the books. We are very grateful for Bachman’skyavhich is critical to accessing and referencing
these historic documents. His updated index is aeavlable at the PHS as well as a complete andligi
copy of the books.

We are also in the process of posting the docunmntair new website.

Cost of the Button House Construction in 1848

The following list of construction materials is nisxribed from the Button Account Book. It
appears to be a list of purchases made by Lymato®ufs noted in the Button article in the Pittstow
Centinel, Lyman built a new home in 1848, which \a#tached to an earlier dwelling built in 1798.

TOW EVE TROVES 1 00
TWELVE POUNDS OF RED PAINT 54
ONE POUND OF BLUE PAINT 37 %
TURPENTINE 12 %
PAPER OF BRADS 12 %
ONE THOUSAND SHINGLES 87 %
ONE PUNP AND LED PIPE 5 07
SIXDOORS 13 75
C DOOR LATCHES AND SCRUS 75
FOUR WINDOWS SNAPS 16
40 HEMLOCK SCANTLING 3 60
183 FEET OF PINE LUMBER 3 29
SIX BORDS PINE 3 60
1 WETTY FIVE POUNDS OF SHINGLES NAILS 1 00
50 POUNDS OF WHITE LED 3 75
11 POUND OF LED PIPE FOR SISTERNS 66
16 POUNDS OF NAILS AT 4 %2 PER 72
NAILS AT RICES 38
64 POUNDS OF NAILS AT 4 TOW PAIR OF BUTS 10 20 76
SIX PAIR OF WINDOW LIGHTS 9 00
123 WINDOW LIGHTS 17 63
BORDS LUMBER AT BONTICUE 17 13
WINDOW SNAPS AND SCRUS AND 3 TIN PIPS 1 50
1,000 OF SHINGLES 2 00
TEN POUNDS OF NAILS 40

(Record afnllber, continued page on 6) Page 5
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(Record of lumber, continued from page 5)

4,000 OF LATH 7 00
TWENTY POUNDS OF SHINGLES NAILS 80
TWELVE SCANTLEN AT JOHN KETCHAMS 32
FIVE POUNDS OF SHINGLE NAILS 1 25
PINE LUMBER 4 30
NAILS 3 05
FRONT DORE LOCK 2 37
THREE BUTS FOR FRONT DOOR 2 34
RAILING AND BANISTERS AND POST AND CAP 6 00
NAILS DIFFERENT QUALITYS 5 19
GARIT WINDERS 3 00
BOARDS LUMBER 2 00
LIME 5 00
CATTLE HAIR 25
25 POUNDS OF NAILS 1 00
25 POUNDS OF NAILS 1 25
LIME AND HAIR 3 25
STONE POTS 50
BUTS AND SCRUES 09
LATH 2 62 %
THE RETURN FOR THE STARS 18
PLASTER 44
SAND 30
ONE STONE POT 31
NAILS BUTTS AND SCRUES 1 03
LATH NAILS

LATCHES AND NUBS AND NAILS 2 83
DOORS AND HALL WINDOW LITS 5 50
SCANTLIN 54
ONE SCRUSE 12
VARNISH AND BRUSH 41
SCRUSE GOT TO RAINEN TOWN STONE 10
LOD OF LIME 3 00
OIL AND PAINTS TEN GALLONS 18 62
25 POUNDS OF WHITE LEAD 3 50
PAINTING BY WEMET AND PAUL 9 75
MRS JACKSON PAPERING DAY AND HALF 1 88
PAPER TO PAPER THE ROOMS 16 00
PAPER OF LAMBLACK 06

Page 6
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Excerpts from Historic Justice of Peace Ledger

Included below and on the following page are twart cases presided over by Simeon Button in
the 1790s. The cases are typical of ones that egghé@fore Button in the years 1792 - 1821. Dr.dRbn
Bachman was kind enough to transcribe the casesféardcomments on the Simeon Button Justice of the
Peace ledger.

Transcriptions and Comments by Dr. Ronald Bachman

In the earliest entries in the ledger, Simeon Buttofar more descriptive. | suspect that the more
interesting cases involving misdemeanors and juwlst eventually came to be heard in an actual
courtroom - perhaps in Lansingburgh or Troy. Therenmundane cases continued to be resolved in
Pittstown, and the overwhelming majority of theseravsimple debt settlement cases. When people
needed cash (and there just wasn't much cash grotlmey hit up the local tavern or storekeeper, a
neighbor, or a relative for a loan. Many of thecMael S. Vandercook & Co. entries were in this
category. Likewise, the Thomas Rattoone and Cimiesn So that is why the plaintiff's complainte go
skimpy. In virtually all of these cases, the del@m was found guilty and they paid up, sometimearm
installment schedule. Similar cases involved ngnpnt for services and imbalances in barter. &her
were even cases of sibling suing sibling, son séatiger. What | find impressive is Button's knodde
of the legal terminology and procedures, even thdwgwas just a country storeowner.

* *  “*Entry on PDF page 60 of Justice of Peace ledge * *

Henry Van Wormer vs. John Garrison. Trespass eiCtise. 3 day of February AD 1794
Defendant. Brought by Warrant'®9anuary 1794 by Christopher Sawyer. Constabld fgllings

Plaintiff of trial. Plaintiff declared omplied assumpsitfor
£6:0:0. Defendant pletbn assumpsit*and laid in his

Justice fee 17 shillings o :
J account for the use of horses 2 [illegible symbgédisturing oxen

Const. Sawyer 4 shillings

Const. Eddy 3 shillings [illegible symbol] 6. Defendant pled for an ad_jo_[mmt for want
of witnesses & produced Neal McNeal as bail in fitumn of
Jury Names Law. Court adjourned until thé“3f February 1794 at the
Gilbert Williams dwelling house of Levy Francisco in Pittstown aeariclock in
Cornelius Filkin the afternoon - - - -
Thomas Hall Plaintiff demanded his Cause [be] tried by jignire***
Daniel Elliott issued and delivered to Gilbert Eddy, Constablecoiding to
Asaph Putnam adjournment, court opened, parties called and apgead G.
Aaron Hall Eddy returned theenirewith a panel of the jury. Jury drawn,
Half Jury sworn and seated together, and having heard thieptreir
Gilbert Alexander pleas, evidences and allegations in the premisas put under

the charge of G. Eddy, Const., after he being dulgrn

The whole costs 2:12:6 returned their verdict in favor of the plaintiff@igst the

March 7" 1794 — defendant for the sumof  1:0:0

Rec’d in full of the above Damages and the Costs which were allowed by thetCaiu
Judgment from 2:0:0

Simeon Button Just. Before Simeon Button Justice of Peace

& paid Michael V.D. Cook

24 shillings for the plaintiff July 30, 1795 paid 8 shillings in full of the abguelgment to

Michael V. D. Cook pr. order Lodged on file

(continued on page 8)
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(Justice of Peace ledger, continued from page 7)

*From Wikipedia:Assumpsi{'he has undertaken," from Latassumergis an action for the recovery of
damages by reason of the breach or non-performainaesimple contract, either express or implied] an
whether made orally or in writingAssumpsitvas the word always used in pleadings by the fitbio set
forth the defendant’s undertaking or promise, heéheename of the action.

Claims in actions odssumpsitvere ordinarily divided into (a) common imdebitatus assumpsibrought
usually on an implied promise, and (b) speasdumpsijtfounded on an express promise.

** From Answers.com:Non assumpsit a form of pleading in which the defendant claitimat he did not
undertake or promise any obligation in the manméown set forth in the plaintiff's complaint.

*** From Answers.com:Venireis: 1) a writ issue by a judge to a sheriff dinegtthe summons of
prospective jurors. Also calledenire facias 2) the panel of prospective jurors from whichuayjis
selected.

* * *Entry PDF page 14, Justice of Peace ledger * * *
"Joseph Wheler platf vs. Cyrus Brown and Simon Bdgft. action Tresspass on the case:
Summon Issued 27 of march 1792 to be heard 4 dfia82. Returned personally Served by Gilbert Edy
Constable fee 1/ -- agreable to Sumon. Court appaeties called & appeared plaintf Declared that t
Defts. without his Leave or Lisance took away frbimn a certain Black Cow with white in her face abou
ten years old in Pittstown on or about the 17 ofaim& ast passed of the Value of [pound symbolP8 0
Defendts pled not guilty in mannor and form parégseed with the Court for adjournment till the &0
april. Court adjd till the 20 of april at George geain Pittstown at 10 o'clock forenoon. Defts dedemh
the cause tryed by jewry. Vanire granted."”

TRANSLATION:

"Joseph Wheeler, plaintiff, vs. Cyrus Brown anth&n Smith, defendants. Action trespass on the cas
[From English common law, the phrase "trespasshencase" has evolved to "action on the case" in
modern times. Button's version seems to be aitiamal stage in the phraseology. "Trespass on the
case" involved unlawful actions resulting in pragetamage and financial loss. ]

Summons issued March 27, 1792, to be heard April792. Returned personally. Served by Gilbert
Eddy. Constable fee 1 shilling, as allowed by sumsn&ourt opened, parties called and appeared.
Plaintiff declared that the defendants, without Ie@ve or license, took away from him a certaiackl
cow with white in her face, about ten years oldPittstown, on or about the seventeenth of Marsh la
passed, of the value of 8 pounds.

Defendants pleaded not guilty in manner and fofarties agreed with the Court for adjournment until
April 20. Court adjourned until April 20 [to meetlt George Gage['s house] in Pittstown at 10 a.m.
Defendants demanded the case be tried by jury.r¥egianted [the list from which jurors may be
selected].”

New Regulations for Historical Societies

The New York State Department of Education is ia fitocess of instituting new regulations
regarding the storage of collections of historidenals. Historical societies throughout New Yorat®
will be affected by these new regulations, which fa collections to be stored in public buildinghe
Pittstown Historical Society (PHS) trustees aravabt researching options for alternate spacesotor
collection, which has been stored for over 25 yeatis the town historian.

Suggestions would be appreciated. Please contaatfdhe PHS officers.

Page 8
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Studying Secrets; The Underground Railroad

By Maren Stein

Beginning around 1990, | started thinking that ¢hex more Underground Railroad (UGR) and
abolitionist history in Rensselaer County than veeéhrealized. | began doing research and have been
doing it off and on since then. | know now, foresuthat it is very frustrating to research a sécrae
process, though, has highlighted several pointsutabow we recover, or don’t recover, what has
happened in the past.

Two factors stand out. One is whether or not tieeewritten record. The other is the status and/o
permanent presence of the group or individualshred These two are very much related because more
permanent groups with higher status are much nikely Ito have a written record.

For instance, poor African-Americans of the pre#Civar era might not have been able to read
and write. They didn’'t leave a written record, amonsequently, their roles in the UGR might be
underestimated.

One researcher in Washington and Saratoga Couriesneth Perry, has traced African-
American families there. His work reveals the @@song the families that might have been part of UGR
activities. One African-American family, the Schesd, had a towboat company that went to Lake
Champlain via the Champlain Canal. Some of the fehsilived in Whitehall; one of them, who lived in
Easton, was a member of an abolitionist society $bhuylers were connected with the Baltimores and
the Riches, UGR families from Troy. Was this exehdamily a UGR network?

A well-recognized center of UGR activity is theeararound the Friends Meeting Houses in
Washington County. The meeting there was the safra#t the meetings in this area and continuehito
day. Washington County local history documentsUi&R activities extensively.

In contrast, the Friends Meeting House in
Pittstown has left little behind in public memorihe
meeting records are in the New York State Libramy |0
microfilm). There were so many Quaker meetings| at
the time that people fleeing slavery could walknirg
meeting house to meeting house, starting in Lang
Island. Did they stop in Pittstown?

Many times, distinctive groups in the population
became less differentiated over time and the lotiyer
time, the more likely this is to happen. Then, tthiele
in the UGR might be forgotten.

Rensselaer County was the site of migrations-of
Palatine Germans, beginning in the early 1700sy The Pittstown Quaker Church, undated
brought their Lutheran religion with them.

A Lutheran church in West Sand Lake was an aetncewell-documented center of UGR activity.
After John Empie told me about a reputed UGR hoGsagce Cartin’s house on Cushman Road, | started
wondering about the Lutheran Church in Raymertown.

In fact, both Lutheran churches were members dfreakaway abolitionist synod called the
Frankean synod. The man who built Grace Cartinisseovas Jacob Snyder, one of the founders of the
Raymertown Lutheran Church. Another Snyder builbther reputed UGR house on Flower Road in
Brunswick, just over the Pittstown line. Did peopkxaping slavery stop in Raymertown?

It comes down to putting together many pieces miizzle, and the puzzle has pieces missing, such
as a written record. If anyone has one of the mgspieces, please let me know! | will be talkingreno
about the UGR in this area at the Pittstown Histdrsociety meeting this fall.

Page 9
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Geer Cemetery Restoration Work

We are pleased to report that restoration workhenGeer Cemetery has progressed. Three years
ago volunteers commenced clearing brush from trex Gemetery, which is located on Warren Cemetery
Road in Boyntonville. In the fall of 2005, we wrote our newsletter (Issue VIII) of the project,
spearheaded by Joe Ferrannini, to construct stejpe tcemetery, which had become inaccessible.

Most recently, site clearing has continued, andR&reannini, a trustee of the Pittstown Historical
Society and Chairman of our Cemetery Committee noasrepaired gravestones at the Geer Cemetery.

The photographs below document the work.

We wish to thank Joe and other volunteers for theirservation work. We would also like to
encourage others to join him in the maintenandée@town’s cemeteries.

There are over 60 cemeteries in Pittstown, marwlo¢h are in dire need of attention.

Before restoration After restboa

Before restoration tekfrestoration
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View of Button Farm, circa 1903

Valley Falls, N.Y. 12185



