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VALLEY FALLS POST OFFICES SINCE 1891

By David McMahon
David McMahon is an author, historian and avid rassher of Valley Falls history.

Post Office Buildings:

Over a 115 year period (1891 to the present), ts pffice in Valley Falls has been located in six
different locations. For close to half that per@dime, it has been in its present location orteS&ireet.

In 1891, the post office was established in a simalding on Poplar Street near James Thompson’s
twine mill. Mr. Doren ran a grocery/newsroom at tlear of the property. In 1897, a few months after
Thompson became postmaster, the post office mawed the Doren building.

The post office relocated (June 30, 1897) ontoeSHteet, sharing the building with Smodell’s Ice
Cream & Candy storésee photo Page 2)n December 1938, the post office building on Po@#eet,
Parker’'s Store, and the Valley Falls Hotel wereedazo make way for the new Hoosic River bridge
approach.

When Earl Templer became postmaster in 1921, He dpiost office along the alleyway off Emily
Street at the rear of his property. Templer aldd ssurance from this building. His daughter, Ldsmpler
Spence, was postal clerk for a period. Earl Wathket Lester Speanburg, among others, transportetdiie
between this post office and the railroad statiorLion Street.

When Mark Sweeney was appointed postmaster in 1833itially moved the post office into the
Kennedy Drug/Zullo Grocery store adjacent to thekofhompson house on lower State Street.

In fact, while Templer was postmaster (1921 — 1938)eeney eventually operated the grocery store
there as well as a cigar making operation in tlae. r€he post office remained in that location fra883
until about 1937.

About 1937, Sweeney moved the post office acrossstheet into the former James Thompson
Company store building, where it remained until3.95

Once Hull's store became available, near the hbmar State Street, the post office was relocated
there - where it remains today. The current potefad previously been a grocery store, operhied
number of proprietors: O. H. Perry (1876), Burt €4f4899), Jay Herrington, and finally Bertrum anattR
Hull (1911 — 1952). The library was housed in tearrof the building from 1906 — 1912.

Since 1891, the Valley Falls post office has alwlagisn located on State Street, except once, when it
was just off of State Street on Emily Street. Thoéehe six buildings that served as post officesain
today. They are the present post office; the Terfie Signs building on Emily Street; and the Theop
Company store/apartment building near the junabio8tate Street and NYS Route 67.

The current post office building is historic, hayibeen built over 100 years ago. In contrast, the
Melrose, Schaghticoke, and Johnsonville post offexe of recent vintage and design.

Postmasters and Postmistresses:

Over an 85 year period (1897 — 1982), there weleaat 8 postmasters in Valley Falls. During thequke
when the post office was located in the former SelimdCandy & Ice Creamstore building (1897 — 192i)
least four men served as postmasters: James Thappkarles Miller, Louis Milliman and lastly, Mark
Sweeney. Mary Farnum held office as postmistresthilongest term (30 years).
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(Continued from Page 1)

While in recent years the postmaster has not be@oliical appointee, this was not the case
previously. Historically, when a Democrat or Repednh took office in the White House, a new postriast
would soon be installed in Valley Falls (as welirashe rest of the United States).

Beginning in 1897, during the republican administras of presidents William McKinley, Theodore
Roosevelt and William Taft, there were 3 postmastdames Thompson, Charles Miller, and Louis
Milliman. During the democratic administration ofodrow Wilson, Mark A. Sweeney (Democrat) was
appointed postmaster on February 1, 1915. He sdéovexbout six years. He was re-appointed at & tdee.

After Warren Harding (Republican) was elected mrest, Earl Templer (Republican) was appointed
postmaster. The Republican Party controlled thet&Kiouse for twelve years under presidents Warren
Harding, Calvin Coolidge, and Herbert Hoover. Teenpemained postmaster during that period.

When Franklin Roosevelt (Democrat) became Presiteb®33, Mark Sweeney was re-appointed as
postmaster. Sweeney would remain postmaster uistirdtirement in 1942, when Mary Carroll Farnum
became postmistress. Farnum would hold the posfbomearly 30 years, through the Roosevelt/Truman
administrations, until about 1953.

Upon Farnum’s retirement in 1971, Carolyn Film Edi¥gawas appointed. Edwards held the position
until 1982.

The practice of changing postmasters (or postnsisé® according to party switches in the White
House was discontinued sometime during the FarndwdEds period. By the time Dwight Eisenhower
(Republican) became president in 1953, there werdonger political appointments in the postmaster
position. Times had changed.
the photo to the left
Hull's Grocery Store
on State Street in
Valley Falls was a hub
of activity in 1912.
Bert Hull operated the
store and lived across
the street. The Valley
Falls library was
located in the rear of
Hull's store (the new
library was under
construction at that
time). In the photo
below the Methodist
Church parsonage is
located to the left of
the grocery store. Bert
Hull is leaning on the
front porch post.

The scene looks similar today, only the vintagéhefautomobiles has changed.
The Valley Falls Post Office currently occupies Fubtore. In the morning once the mail is sorieats can
be seen parked in about the same spots as in tite. ph

Page 2



Issue XII

Fall, 2007

VALLEY FALLS POST OFFICE
LOCATIONS & POSTMASTERS 1891 — 1953

FIRST YEAR OTHER
OF LOCATION OF | POSTMASTERS U.S. OCCUPANTS
OCCUPANCY | POST OFFICE AND PRESIDENTS OF P.O.
OF POST DATE BUILDING
OFFICE APPOINTED (BEFORE &
BUILDING AFTER)
1891 Poplar Avenue Harrison Doren’s
(near State St.) Grocery
Cleveland
1897 State Street James Smodell's
Thompson McKinley Candy & Ice
(April 20, 1897) Cream store
Charles Miller T. Roosevelt
(circa 1900)
Louis Milliman Taft
(Dec. 12, 1905)
Mark Sweeney | Wilson
(Feb. 3, 1915)
Circa 1921 Emily Street Earl Templer Harding Templer
(near Catholic | (circa 1921) Insurance
Church) Coolidge
Lee Signs
Hoover
Circa 1932 State Street Mark A. Druggists: W.
(south of Sweeney F.D. Roosevelt | Shannon (1895)
Thompson (circa 1933) J. Kennedy
house) (1920)
Cigarmaking
Circa 1937 State Street Mary Carroll James
(adjacent to the | Farnum Truman Thompson
Rospo house) (Feb. 1, 1942) Company Store
Apartments
Circa 1953 State Street Carolyn Eisenhower Groceries:
(near library) Edwards (1971, Jay Herrington
served until (from (1880)
Present location | 1982) Eisenhower on | Burt Lape
postmasters (1899)
were not Bert Hull (1911
political —1952)

appointments)

Library (1906 —
1912)

Page 3




Issue XlI Fall, 2007

HISTORIC BARNS IN PITTSTOWN RECEIVE GRANTS

Once again historic barns in Pittstown have beeongeized. The NYS Barn Grant Restoration &
Preservation Grant Program has awarded fundingefmairs on two of Pittstown’s very special barns.

The Gilchrist Hay Barn on Otter Creek Road and3herman Hay/Threshing Barn on Sherman Road
were both chosen from a long list of applicantsh® Barn Grant Program. In the past several yéars,
other barns in Pittstown were eligible for fundifthe Program, established by Governor Pataki, seeks
encourage the restoration and preservation of barMsYS. As noted by the NYS Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation, barns “have become an iatggart of our agricultural scenic landscape and oh
heightened importance in NYS...It is important totpct these treasures and preserve the scenisciael
for future generations.”

Both the Gilchrist and Sherman barns were buithgn1800s with hand hewn beams and mortise and
tenon timber frame construction. Over the yeassy tiises changed as agricultural practices evolved.

Both barns are part of farm complexes and landgrdating back to the f8century. The views of
the Gilchrist and Sherman farms are breathtakiagyell as timeless. Pittstown is fortunate to $idi’e such
outstanding agricultural landscapes!

The Sherman Farm, an intact farmstead establishethe late 1700s, is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. The Sherman Hay/Thingsharn is the largest of seven barns on the féris.
built with massive oak beams. The center bay hae Wwbard planks and large double doors on both long
sides. Grain would have been thrashed in the céatgrand hay and grain stored in the side bayktén
years a barn was attached to the Hay/Threshingtbaaocommodate dairy cows.

The Gilchrist Hay Barn on Otter Creek Road is aaremus structure with an intriguing history of
alterations. The original barn was reconfiguredvaf as expanded at some point in its history. iFiterior
space is unusually large for area barns, providiogage for vast quantities of hay. According tchestoric
deed, the original farmstead parcel was close &0es, which was larger than the average sizedl itn
Pittstown. The Gilchrist farm includes a wide véyief barns, spanning two centuries. Cows, shempl, f
and hogs were among the livestock housed in thesbar

View of Gilchrist Farm on Otter Creek Road
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Gilchrist barn complex with Hay Barn on the right

Detail from inside the Gilchrist Hay Barn
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View of Sherman Farm from Sherman Road

Hay/Threshing Barn (on the left) built circa 1800 the
Sherman Farm.

Later barn addition (to the right) and detail fromside.
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Who Makes History?

By Maren Stein

The history that many of us were taught in schoas$ \@lmost exclusively about great events, great
men (rarely great women), and dominant ethnic gsacafpthe national and international levels. If yoe
reading this, you are probably interested in whappened in the Pittstown region and maybe in what
happened in your family. Furthermore, you might @@enember of a group, such as women, Native
Americans, or 19th or 20th century immigrants, wehbsstory has been neglected by the great eveet/gr
men/ dominant groups approach.

More historians in the last 25 yhears have gonefyhe earlier approach to expand the fields of
women's history, local history, family history atiee history of non-dominant groups. More histosiamd
others think that everyone deserves to be remermilaere recognized.

In addition, the broadening of historical inquirgshadded to our understanding of the larger picture
of history. One example is in the history of thie frade. Older accounts talk about the battles titeaties,
and the leaders of expeditions. More recent haterhave found that the crucial element of thetfade
was marriages between French men and Indian wopem ¢f my family's history). The fur trade was
explicitly related to localities, and it is the cbmation of the families and the localities thahsttutes the
base of fur trade history.

Another example is the story of Sacajawea, theamaétoman who accompanied Lewis and Clark on
their expedition to the Pacific. She and her Fneaued Indian husband knew people who knew the way a
the ways of the countryside. Without their stamg would not realize that there were already intaait$ of
the country and that many of them were helpful éwis and Clark. Lewis and Clark did not do it aon
Neither did they do it pregnant and caring for amhild!

Both of those examples feature the role of Indimmen as cultural go-betweens. Further, they give
us a picture of times and places where groups @blpevith differing backgrounds were able to coapeto
what was usually a mutual advantage.

The story of immigration to the United States is #tory of the United States. A student once told
me that her family was not part of American histbecause her father had come from Crete. | toldHa
her father's desire for a better life for his famiboth economically and politically, was one o€ tmost
important components of American history.

As we preserve and investigate our family, groumpd #ocal histories, we are remembering and
recognizing those people and those groups. Walspeadding to the understanding of broader hissori

Local is Important

A compelling advocate for the importance of locstdry
is Phyllis Chapman, Site Coordinator at the Barh&gtmestead
Visitors’ Center at the Bennington Battlefield.

Chapman presented a program this past summer,
sponsored by the Pittstown Historical Society, ihick she
demonstrated how events and details of every daydie of
historic significance. During a lively and amusitegture, the
youngest member of the PHS, Jesse-Wade Hunzikenedoa
period hat and jacket as Chapman taught him howoésal
gunpowder into a rifle used in the RevolutionaryrWa
Jesse-Wade Hunziker holding an historic rifle durirg a
presentation by Phyllis Chapman of the Barnett Homstead,
June 2007
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GETTING TO KNOW PITTSTOWN'S HISTORIC PLACES

Gambee house, County Route 118

Greek Revival architecture
was the rage in the mid 1800s, and
Pittstown residents were busy
building Greek Revival homes.
Today, several of them can still be
found in Pittstown. One of the
finest examples is the Gambie
house on County Route 118 near
the Tomhannock Reservoir.

Last spring Pittstown
resident Eric Gradoia (who
happens to be restoring a Greek
Revival home of his own) gave an
informative  lecture to the
Pittstown Historical Society on
Greek Revival architecture.

Gradoia talked about how Greek Revival
architecture flourished from 1820 to 1860, as mder
in all things Greek (from democratic ideals to the
architecture of ancient Greek temples) inspirecka n
style of building.

Principal elements of a Greek Revival home
included triangular pediments, bold door entrances
and ornamentations reminiscent of a Greek temple.

The Gambie home was built circa 1847, in the
peak years of Greek Revival design. Typical of Gree
Revival homes, its gable end faces the road. Tha ma
entrance also typifies Greek Revival architecture -
offset to one side, flanked by columns, with a
pediment over the slightly recessed door.

Edith and Bill Gambee spent years restoring
their home, paying special attention to retaininmgek
Revival details. One of the outstanding featurethef
house is the elliptical stairway greeting anyone
entering the grand front door. Besides being an
outstanding example of Greek Revival architecture,
the Gambee home is one of the few brick homes built
in Pittstown.

The Gambee farmstead was first built by the
Stovers, one of the earliest families to settle in
Pittstown. In a diary entry in 1881, John Giffoi,
young farmer, wrote “Widow Stover Farm sold to AC
Yates for $64 an Acre.”

Stairway in Gambee house (on left)

Page
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The Origins of Methodism in Tomhannock

Recently the Pittstown Historical Society receiadhistoric pamphlet that reports on the history of
Methodism in Pittstown. It contains a sermon by &end J. G. Gooding titled “Celebrating the Ceniann
of Methodism in Pittstown; Held in the TomhannockBVIChurch, October 27, 1891".

It is a fascinating account advancing the theorgt fomhannock was the birthplace in Pittstown of
Methodist teachings and meetings.

Excerpted below are highlights from Gooding’s semm

“We have been enabled to get very close to the datl place of the first Methodist sermon in the
vicinity of Tomhannock. In 1788, the little Society Ashgrove, ‘After several unsuccessful attentptget
the services of a regular preacher, succeededvingi®ev. Lemuel sent to them’ He was succeeded 89
by Darius Dunham. As Mr. Dunham was riding on hbesk from Conference, to his new appointment as
Ashgrove... on Saturday evening, he found himsethavicinity of Tomhannock and learned that he was
still 20 miles from the place of his destinatioBeing unacquainted with the Dutch dialect, whicavailed
in that neighborhood, he inquired for the resideat@ Yankee, and was directed to the house of a Mr
Havens, where he requested entertainment over #ipa#h, and the privilege of preaching in the
neighborhood.” ‘Mr. Havens not being in circumst@sdo entertain him, took him to the dwelling o$ hi
landlord, who was an able farmer, where he wasitaigp received, and his request for permissiopregach
was readily granted.’

‘After supper, the young people began to be vemsly, and converse in Dutch; Mr. Dunham sitting
solitary and alone, would occasionally sigh andagrowhich very greatly alarmed the whole family.eTh
mother inquired of her son, what could be the ma#t¢h the man? and when the sighing and groaning
continued, whether he had murdered some one? Ben Wwh (Dunham) came to pray and preach, they were
well satisfied as to the reason of his groaning old people and their children were awakened ¢otiseir
lost condition and from that time preaching wastowed at that dwelling'....

We celebrate 1891, as the centennial year of cethttlism, because the earliest recorded date that
we find, is 1791. It is a report of collections fitve support of the preachers from the TomhanndeksC
made by Samuel Rowland...

This shows a Class organization previous to thite,dand reporting as a place separate from
Millertown, which reported at the same time. SanmRRelland, the class-leader, making the report, taed
‘able farmer’, to whom Mr. Dunham was sent for et@i@ment, a year and a half previously, were,
doubtless, the same person. We arrive at this asioel from various reasons; and one of them is this
fact that the record makes Samuel Rowland clasketeia 1791, and the ‘farmer and his wife and clitd
awakened to see their lost condition’, in 1789, #mat ‘from that time preaching was continued att th
dwelling.’

That house stood on the ground of the house nowpoed by Bro. Christopher Yates. On the side of
the road nearly opposite the house, still stands#rn in which meetings were held at that earte;dand
could its boards speak, every one of them wouldehawnderful stories to tell us of stirring scenesl a
incidents connected with those early meetings...

It is supposed by some that Millertown has the @ueace in point of time, as a preaching-place in
this town; | hardly think it possible; @ertainly could not have the precedence of many monthsshgrAve,
which was the first point for regular Methodist @ching north of Westchester County, had only hamhé
year, and had its first regular preacher, Lemueltigrwho was sent there in 1788, and remained
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but one year, established regular preaching atehavn, when his successor, Darius Dunham, wasion h
way to his new appointment, he could hardly be sgpgd to stop, within 3 %2 miles of one of the praagh
places on his circuit, and ask for entertainmenttfie Sabbath and a place to preach in the neigbbdr
There is no doubt that there were a few Methodistdlillertown before there were any here, viz, theee
Brothers Miller; William, grandfather of Hon. WamMliller; Anthony, and Moses, who came from White
Plains, Westchester County, in 1780, having beethMists previous to their coming to Pittstown, and
‘bringing their Methodism with them’, as the Honawier Miller said in a letter to me to-day.

There is, | think, no reasonable doubt, that Tamiloak, or Rowland’s, as it was called at the
early date, has the precedence, of a few monttes, @wy other place in the town, as a preachingeptdc
Methodism, and as a Class organization. Theretiaryether proof of this. | find on the inside oétbover of
the records of the Old Pittstown Circuit, the fallog note:

‘A Register of the members of the Methodist Episddphurch, in Pittstown Circuit, which was set
off from Cambridge Circuit 1814, and embraces til®Wwing Societies, viz:

Cooksboro-Formed A.D. 1791. Schaghticoke — Formed A1789 or '90. Tomhannock — Formed
A.D. 1811; (This refers to its reorganization after extensive revival, to which | will soon refeow.
Pittstown — Formed A. D. 1791.

Then follow the names of all the members at these places; and, ‘Pittstown’ evidently refers to
Millertown, as the names clearly indicate: such esras Miller, 8 of them; Ingram, Follet, Williamend
others, known to have resided in that vicinity. éléet me mention the names of a few persons, whose
devotion to Methodism in this region, in those galdys, should ever be gratefully remembered:

Samuel Rowland, grandfather of Rev. Ensign Stoeskprecious memory; and Rev. Peter Stover,
says J. E. Bowen, ‘was a man of early and lardaente and worth as a church member in the eanlg4i
He was also a justice of the peace, and had a cadingainfluence as a magistrate, among the peébjse.
identified himself with Methodism at a time thaett men’s souls, and was faithful to his respotitigs,
secular and religious.’

Daniel Carpenter, great-grandfather of the late.@=penter, and living on what is known as the
Carpenter place, on the turnpike, just west of themmhannock Creek, ‘was also one of the first taidg
himself with the new M. E. Church. He was the fiRgcording Steward of the Pittstown Circuit, and fo
many years previously, the successor of Thomasohshih the same office, who was the first, on the o
Cambridge Circuit. ...

The old records of the Cambridge Circuit, show thatl794, the Tomhannock, Class had 15
members. In 1796, 8 members. In 1798, 1799, 1801801 each year, 5 members.

There is a note of interest in Lorenzo Dow’s jolsnabout this time. He speaks of traveling several
days in connection with S. Hutchinson, who wasrtghkiim as his helper, to the Cambridge Circuit.

While riding along, Hutchinson said to him ... ‘Pite/n, New-York, was the first place | thus tried
on this Circuit, and preached at night. Thus | lokde, for several days successively, and it caasgikat
deal of talk. Some said | wasazy, others, that | was possessed of the devil; s@iteane thing, and some
thought another: many it brought out to hear thr@nge man; and would go away cursing and sweaaingj,
saying, that | was saucy and deserved knocking danah the uproar was so great among the peoplethina
half-heartedandlukewarmMethodists werdried to be quick, and became my warm opposers. Howdéver,
was not long before | had the satisfaction to semessmall fruit of my labor here, which gave me
encouragement to strive to raise the inquiry ofgeeple to consideration: though tldevil should be raised
round the Circuit. In this place | visited abouDX@milies, some of them twice or thrice over.’

A little farther on in his journal, he makes thi¢daresting entry, in 1798:

(Continued on Page 11)
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(Continued from Page 10)

‘June 2¢'. Quarterly Meeting was to be at Pittstown (proladlillertown)’ He says, ‘Here, after S.
Hutchinson had finished his sermon, J. Mitchel Inetgaexhort, when there commenced a trembling among
the wicked: one, and a second, and a third fethftbeir seats, and the cry for mercy became genandl
many of the back-sliding professors were cut toghiek; and | think, for 11 hours there was no aées of
the loud cries; no business of a temporal natutddcbe done at this Quarterly Conference.” This was
Saturday. The next morning in love-feast, two haafrsunset, when | went off to an appointment, ilegv
about 20 who were resolved not to go away untiy tteeind pardon. This day’s meeting was a season not
soon to be forgotten. | have reason to believenfobbservation round the Circuit, that not less th@@ souls
were blessed and quickened here.’

Stephen Parks, in Troy Conference Miscellany, estithie town of Pittstown as ‘among the places in
which Methodism gained more or less foothold befbeeclose of the last century.’

In 1802, Tomhannock is found as one of the prea@chlaces of the Cambridge Circuit; but | have
been unable to find any records of Tomhannock fi@&®92 — 1811, when by invitation of S. Newcomb Jr.,
Rev. Thomas Skeel, a located Methodist preacheriding in the town of Hoosick, came and held a
protracted meeting here, which resulted in greatdg@nd the reorganization of the class, on Fepr8ar
1811, with the following names:

Simon Newcomb, Jr., leader; Sarah Newcomb, Samoelddd, Susan Rowland, Martha Rowland,
Phebe Filkins, Caty Akin.

Then follow, on the old register, the names, with tates of their admission into Class: and before
the year closes they have 67 members.

February 18,1811, a subscription paper was stddethe erection of a church, the congregation
having previously been worshiping in a school-hostseding on the ground now occupied by Mr. Henry
Francisco’s house, known as the Dr. May place.

In order to organize this congregation legally, eeting was held on Tuesday, MarcH"19 at the
school-house where the people had been assemldinglifine worship, in accordance with notices
previously given, for the purpose of electing teest of the Church.

Christopher Snyder, (Grandfather of our Bro. Cbpser Snyder), James Deyoe, Simon Newcomb,
Jr.. Anthony Miller, Daniel Carpenter, Amaziah Heky being members of said Church, were elected
trustees.

The church was built in the summer and autumn afL18eing completed in December of the same
year, at a cost of about $1,000.

As already seen, in 1811, Rev. Thomas Skeel wascpee for Tomhannock; 1812, Revs. Datus
Ensign and Samuel Howe: 1813, Revs. Datus EnsigrGamsham Pierce; 1814, Rev. Samuel Howe. At this
time the Pittstown Circuit was formed. 1815, Rewban Clark; 1816, Rev. Samuel Luckey; 1817, Rev.
Andrew McKean; 1818 Rev. Wm. Anson.

Previous to this, the preachers had been livingouses rented by the Society for them; among them,
the house that now stands at the corner of the svaoshort distance west of the residence of Brd.E.
Welling; and later, in a log house that stood amtiil, a little south of the village. In 1818, arphase was
made of a house and four acres of land, for themisgnage, on the top of the hill, a little fartseuth of the
log house previously occupied. This was the plaeg¢ is now owned by Patrick Ryan. In 1823, thatela
was traded for a house and lot adjoining the chproperty on the west, where the present commodiads
pleasant parsonage stands.”

Note: Today the Tomhannock Methodist congregatimvenes in the stately brick church which was built
1845 at a cost of $3,300.
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

September 20: “Open Hearth Cooking at the Wilson Hmestead”
Learn how to cook in an open fireplace and bakepas was the practice in'18entury
homes. Sally Brillon, who is skilled in this eadidorm of preparing foods, will talk about
what is involved in cooking with an open fire, roag meat in a reflector oven and using a
Dutch oven on a spit in front of a fire. Brilloncher husband live in Hebron on the Wilson
Homestead, an ¥&entury farm complex which they have meticulousistored. Brillon, a
local historian and former teacher, is the buildthgirperson of the Washington County
Historical Society.

The meeting will be held at the Pittstown Town Hallomhannock at 7:30 PM.

October 18: “New York Takes Shape: The Developmeraf New
York State c. 1790 - 1850”

Historian Robert Arnold will present a slide le@wmn the first half of the focentury in NY,
reflecting on how change came and what change miavds a period of revolutions in
agriculture, transportation, finance, communicaticaand demography that changed
everything. During this period, NYS became recogbie to 2 century people. Arnold
served for 17 years as Chief of Government RecBeugices at the NYS Archives. He is
currently a consultant in history and records managnt, a frequent lecturer around NYS
and participant in a wide range of historic actest

The meeting will be held at the Pittstown Town Hallomhannock at 7:30 PM.

November 15: “Corn Husk Dolls”

Dee Kranau, who is an expert at making corn hudlk,daill discuss the craft and its history.
She will also show examples of corn husk dolls atfier artifacts made from corn husks.
The art of making corn husk dolls is one of theyferv crafts that originated in America. It
was taught to settlers in colonial America by Natiimericans, who were early cultivators of
the corn plant. Kranau has been making corn hub& siace 1975. She first made the dolls
as a hobby, but has since developed a businessl ¢g@lbrn Husk Dolls by Dee”.

The meeting will be held at the Tomhannock Unitethigldist Church in Tomhannock at
7:30 PM

All lectures will be preceded by a brief meeting othe Pittstown Historical Society.
Meetings are free and open to the public. Refreshemts will be served following each
lecture. For further information about the meetings, contact: Connie Kheel 686-7514 or

Ellen Wiley 663-5601
Page 12



Issue XlI Fall, 2007

Limited Editions of “Pittstown Through the Years”

Compiled and edited by Evelyn Bornt, Beryl Harrimgiand Ellen L.
Wiley and published by the Pittstown Historical B¢ in 1989. It is
a hardback book with 128 Pag#&Rittstown Through the Years”
documents important historic events in the comnyuaitd includes
numerous historic photographs of all aspects a$teivn’s history.

Copies are available at the Pittstown Town Hallamhannock or

from Ellen Wiley at 663-5601
Price: $25 Shipping & Handling: $5

Cheese Factory, Johnsonville

Pittstown Historical Society The Pittstown Historical Society is a 501 (c) (3t
Board of Trustees exempt not-for-profit organization, dedicated to

Officers collecting, documenting, and preserving local hisyo
President Connie Gilbert Please help us by contributing to our Society
753-4226 Pay Your Annual Dues
Become a Supporter or Benefactor

Vice-President Paul H. Wiley Volunteer Your Time
753-4854 Contributions are deductible to the full extent die law.
Secretary, Constance Kheel Make checks payable to: Pittstown Historical Sagiet
686-7514 P.O. Box 252, Valley Falls, NY 12185
g;%aigrlir  Constance Kheel | | ¢ Annual Duegplease check one)

[ | $3iIndividual | ] $ 2 Senigss & older)
Trustees
Kenneth Miller ~ 753-6334 D $25 Supporter D $50 Benefactor
Maren Stein ~ 663-5230 .
Ellen L. Wiley ~ 663-5601 || $15 Business
Gloria Riddell ~ 663-5173 $ Total (enclose check for this amount)

Joseph A. Ferrannini ~ 686-4637

| would like to volunteer my time

Name:

When Are Dues Due?
Dues are payable one year Address:

from the date listed on the
mailing label to the right of City State Zip

your name.

Telephone Number:




Issue XlI Fall, 2007

The 1905 photo above captures lunchtime break ate Street, near the 1891 Iron Bridge crossingibhesic
River. To the left, Smodell’s Ice Cream & Candyr8tand the Valley Falls Post Office shared the same
building, as they had done since 1897. By 1909 @vers and his sons were operating the former Thoma
Lape brick knitting mill in the center of the photo
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Valley Falls, N.Y. 12185



