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Getting To Know Pittstown’s Historic Places 
 

Pittstown can boast of many magnificent trees, some as old as Pittstown itself. The majestic oak 
tree, which overlooks the Pittstown Corners Cemetery on County Route 111, ranks among Pittstown’s 
finest. The Baptist Church of Pittstown was located near this cemetery, and many of the early Baptists 
are buried there. (see the article below on the Baptists) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Majestic oak tree overlooking the Pittstown Corners Cemetery 

 

Early Records of the Pittstown Baptist Church 
The records are very old, but the information is new. That is, newly available to Pittstown 

residents. Thanks to the generosity of the Haskin family of Vermont (descendants of Pittstown Baptists), 
Pittstown residents can now read about the early activities of the Pittstown Baptist Church. “A Record of 
the Life and Progress of the Baptist Church of Christ in Pittstown”, two volumes covering the meetings 
of the church from 1787 to 1924, provides a fascinating portrait of the lives of Pittstown settlers. 
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The Baptist Church of Christ in Pittstown was formed in March, 1787. According to the early entries of 
the records, the church meetings were held at homes of the members. Later a church was built near the 
Pittstown Corners Cemetery (see the stately oak  tree featured on the front page of this newsletter). 
Listed below are the founding members of the church, several of whom are buried in the cemetery or 
have relatives who are buried there. 
(Note that the following names and excerpts from the church records are transcribed without corrections 
in spelling) 
 

Founding members of the Pittstown Baptist Church in 1787 
 

Brothers:  
Gershom Hinkly  
Benjamin Eastwood 
Benjamin Eastwood Jr. 
Jared Carter  
Elisha Clark  
Henry Mead  
Samuel Crandal  
John Lamb  
William Lamport  
Jacob Miller  
Samuel Halsted Jr.  
William Cuthbert 
Mayhew Dagget 
Jeremiah Reynolds 

 
Ebenezer Wilson 
Nathan Jeffers 
Thomas Martin 
 
Sisters:  
Katharine Hinkley 
Patience Eastwood 
Elisabeth Smith 
Dorcas Smith 
Millisent Mead 
Anne Wilson 
Bulah Lamb 
Rebekah Gallop 
Mary Eastwood 

 
Lydia Eastwood 
Keziah Martin 
Mary Lamport 
Rebekah Jeffers 
Martha Cuthbert 
Elisabeth Reynolds 
Elisabeth Hinkley 
Rebekah Aller 
Ruth Mead 
Elisabeth Francisco 
Marsy Halsted  
Sarah Miller 
Anne Wait 
Naomi Dagget 

 

 
Members who joined in 1791 

 

John Rouse 
Thadeus S. McConnell 
Hannah Rouse 
Milliscent Thompson 
Milissent Mead 
Elisabeth Kennicutt 
Sarah Rouse 
Daniel Cole 
Lemuel Stearns 
Lovet Head 
Ebenezer Truesdal 
Marsy Eddy 
Eunice Ketcham 
Cynthia Brayton 

Sarah Gage 
Sarah Elliott 
Eunice Carter 
Hannah McConnell 
Elisabeth Wall 
Tabitha Smith 
Ruth Mead Jr. 
Mary Mead 
Eunice Elliott 
Priscilla Mead 
Anne Lewis 
Anne Clark 
Content Dagget 
Sarah Toogood 

Sarah Luscomb 
Nancy Mead 
Cornelius Wiltse 
Edward Penny 
Samuel Cartier 
Jerusha Wiltse 
Mary Wiltse 
Mary Wiltse Jr. 
Margaret Wager 
Isaac Lewis 
Smith Rouse 
Katharine Keeler 
Elisabeth Wager 
Iada Mead 

 
Many of the people listed above and their descendants are buried in the Pittstown Corners Cemetery. 
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Excerpts from the Pittstown Baptist Church Records 
Not only do the church books include lists and references to Pittstown’s earliest citizens, they also 

provide a vivid picture of the intensity of religious fervor of the churchgoers. The Pittstown Baptists appear 
to have been a contentious lot, and disputes over interpretations of the Bible as well as judgments about 
people’s character were openly and heatedly discussed. Disputes were often so volatile that emissaries from 
neighboring Baptist churches, such as Shaftsbury, Stephentown, or Hoosick, were asked to intervene.  Listed 
below are some excerpts from the early years of the records. 
 
Lydia Guilder was singled out by church members for marital irregularities. 
 
Sept. 17, 1791:  Proceeded to confer on the Conduct of Sister Lydia Guilder in Respect to her marrying a 
Second husband their being no Certainty of the death of her first husband. Query: Whither the Church 
thought their duty to take Labour with her. Answered: in the Affirmative. 
 
Dec. 10, 1791:  Confer’d on the Conduct of Sister Lydia Guilder in Respect to her marrying a Second 
husband their being no Certainty of the death of her first husband. Also her Second husband having a first 
wife now Living. Agreed Unanimously that her Conduct has been Contrary to Divine rule and a Breach of 
Gospel order as in Matt. 19:9: 
Voted that this Church do withdraw the hand of fellowship from Sister Lydia Guilder and deprive her from 
the privilidges thereof. 
 
A dispute between Brother Mead & Betsy Hinkley, which predates the existing records, 
took up a considerable amount of the church members’ time in 1791 and 1792. The 
argument seems to have had multiple dimensions. 
 
July 16, 1791:  It appeared that the former difficulty which was Between Br. Mead and Sister Betsy Hinkly 
was not yet Settled. And Bro. Mead was not present. Voted that he should stand by untill there could be an 
opportunity for farther Enquiry of the Matter.  
 
August 20, 1791:  Proceeded to Enquire into the matter of Difficulty Between Bro. Mead and Sister 
Elisabeth Hinkley and did then restore Br.  Mead to his former Standing. 
Sister Betsy Hinkly Requests the forbearance of the Church for her untill farther Consideration. 
 
March 21, 1792:  Conversed on matters that yet remain unsettled between Bro. Mead & Sister Betsy Hinkly 
and Voted to attend to their Difficulties on the 28th Inst. at One O’Clock. 
Voted that Bro. Lamport do Request Sister Katharine & Elisabeth Hinkley to attend Said meeting.  
 
March 28, 1792:  Took into Consideration the Complaints of Sister Betsy against Bro. Mead Viz. That he 
was wrong to bring up Stories to prove his practice right which were not facts which Bro. Mead Confesses he 
was wrong in. said Confession is accepted.  
Queried. Whither it is wrong to Spread Evil Reports of Brethren or Sisters Previous to talking with Such 
Brother or Sister? Answered Unanimously in the Affirmative.  
Bro. Mead Confesses that he did wrong in talking in an Unreasonable manner against the Parents of Sister 
Betsy, which Confession is Accepted. Then dismissed by prayer.  
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April 5, 1792: Discoursed on the Complaint of Sister Betsy against Bro. Mead. Viz that She thought he was 
not willing to be Labourd with. Bro. Mead Confesses that he has had a hard Spirit when Sister Betsy talked 
with him, in Reflecting upon her and telling her that She see faults in others but could see none in herself. 
Said Confession Excepted. 
Br. Mead Proposes to put himself in the same place that he was when their Difficulties were heard by a 
Committee on the 14th of January, 1791. 
Queried Whither the Original charge that was then Exhibated by Sister Betsy against Bro. Mead Viz. “That 
the Difficulty I have with Bro. & Sister Mead is, I think they Defraud their Labourers” was a Just Charge?  
Voted that it is the mind of this Church that Bro. Mead take into Serious Consideration the nature of Said 
charge and the Last Act of the Church. dismissed. 
 
June 1, 1792: Voted That what the Church and Sister Betsy meant by the word Defraud used in the 
Complaint against Bro. Mead is as follows Viz. We Believe that Bro. Mead wronged the boy who Lived with 
him, by withholding from him that Property which was the Boys due, According to Bro. Meads promise. 
Voted that the Church is Satisfied with the Confession of Bro. Mead, which is as follows Viz. I hereby 
Confess Before God and Man that I sinned by wronging the Boy, who lived with me, in with holding 
Property from him, after I had promised it to him, the Views I had in with holding Said property was that I 
thought that the Boy had not Earned his Living and that it was right to keep the Property to make up my 
Loss, But I am fully Convinced that I was wrong in so doing and am Sorry for it, Seeing that I had promised 
property, I ought to have given it to him Let my Loss be Ever so great. 
Voted that Bro. Mead by Received by the Church as formerly in good Standing, in Expectation of his making 
his Confession Publick. 
 
 
William Cuthbert had a falling out with the church for drinking too much alcohol. 
 
Sept. 19, 1792: Bro. Cuthbert being present Confesses that he has Lately practised drinking Spirituous 
Liquors to Excess a Thousand times more than he is Accused of. Says that he is Sorry for the Same, and 
Desires the Forgiveness of God & the Church, and that he Proposes to Refrain from Such practices for the 
future Which Confession was Excepted on Condition of his making the Same Publick on the Sabbath and 
Living Agreeable thereto. 
 
 
October 20, 1792: Proceeded to Enquire into the Conduct of Bro. Cuthbert and as their has been no 
Appearance of a Publick Confession agreeable to his promise, nor of his refraining himself from Excessive 
Drinking of Spiritous Liquors.  
Queried Whither it be Necessary or Expedient for the Church to take farther Labour with him? Answer’d in 
the Negative.  
Voted that this Church do withdraw the Right hand of Fellowship from Bro. William Cuthbert, as a Person 
who walkath Disorderly, Living Contrary to the rules of the Gospel. 
Voted that the Clerk do write a Letter to our once Covenanted Brother Cuthbert In Behalf of the Church, 
Informing of the Last of the Church & that Said Letter be read in Publick Previous to its Delivery to him, and 
after the reading the same to be delivered to him by Brethren Lamport & Wilson. 
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
 

All lectures will be preceded by a brief meeting of the Pittstown Historical Society.  Meetings are free and 
open to the public.  Refreshments will be served following each lecture.  For further information about the 
meetings, contact: Constance Kheel 686-7514 or Ellen Wiley 663-5601 
 

 

March 17: “Local History Projects 
and Heritage Tourism”  
Don Rittner will offer an overview of a 
variety of historical projects which are 
currently in progress in the Capital District. 
Rittner is well known in the area for his 
columns on historic topics in The Record 
newspaper. Rittner’s accomplishments also 
include extensive museum and education 
work, and he has written 22 books and 
more than 100 articles.  
The meeting will be held at the Pittstown Town 
Hall in Tomhannock at 7:30 PM. 
  

April 21: Dinner, Annual Meeting 
and Lecture, “The History of 
Historic Preservation in the United 
States, from Philadelphia to 
Pittstown” 
After the dinner and meeting, Ned Pratt will 
discuss important early efforts in historic 
preservation, starting with the initiative to 
save Independence Hall in Philadelphia in 
1813. Pratt will also talk about historic 
preservation in the Capital District, 
including some discussion of Pittstown. 
Pratt is a Preservation Consultant, teacher 
and author.  
The Annual Dinner and Meeting to conduct 
Pittstown Historical Society business will be held 
at 6:30 PM at the Tomhannock United Methodist 
Church in Tomhannock. The lecture will be 
presented following the dinner and meeting. Please 
bring your own place setting and a dish to pass.  
 
 

May 19: “The Inns of Rensselaer 
County”  
Kathy Sheehan will present a slide lecture 
on many of the inns of Rensselaer County 
in the 19th and 20th centuries. The 
Walloomsac Inn in Hoosick and the 
Crooked Lake Hotel in Sand Lake will be 
among those highlighted. Sheehan is the 
Registrar and Historian at the Rensselaer 
County Historical Society. 
The meeting will be held at the Pittstown Town 
Hall in Tomhannock at 7:30 PM. 
 

June 16: “The Time of the 
Mountain Man, 1740 – 1845”  
Dressed in period costume, Ken Kullman 
will give a talk about early bead and fur 
traders. These were men who lived with 
native Mohawk Americans of NY and 
traveled with them into the west as scouts. 
Kullman teaches art at the Averill Park 
High School and is counselor for the Living 
History Program at the Boy Scout Camp 
Rotary in Poestenkill.  
The meeting will be held at the Pittstown Town 
Hall in Tomhannock  at 7:30 PM. 

 

Did You Know? 
 
In 1799 Jonathan Brown had the highest 
real estate assessment in Pittstown.  His 
property was valued at $4,825, resulting in 
an annual tax of $5.15.  His personal estate 
was valued at $333. 



 

 
����

���� ������������������������������������ 			 	 ����
���
�����
���
�����
���
�����
���
� ���� ���������������������������� ��� � ���
����
���
����
���
����
���
����
        ��� � Issue VII ��� �     Spring, 2005 
 

 

A Grand Centennial Celebration in Valley Falls 
 

Valley Falls celebrated 100 years of incorporation as a village on Friday, September 24th and 
Saturday, September 25, 2004.  European settlement at the site dates to at least 1772, and before that, 
Native Americans used the Hoosic River as a major transportation route between New England and 
Iroquois country.  Valley Falls history also includes the flax industry, the coming of the railroads in 
l850, manufacturing of textiles at Thompson Mills, and several powder mills. the mills being originally 
powered by the Hoosic. 
  

Susan Hill and LouAnne Campbell chaired the Centennial celebration.  The day itself included 
the parade, several displays, horse-drawn wagon rides, a visit from President Theodore Roosevelt, and 
fireworks. 
  

The commemorative booklet which was published for the Centennial contains a brief history of 
Valley Falls, a list of mayors, schedule of events, and a list of committee members and donors.  The 
booklet, including the advertisers, provides a snapshot of Valley Falls in 2004.  
Below are a few snapshots of the Centennial celebration. 
  

 
   Left to right: Louann 
Campbell, Susan Hill,  

Donna Stannard, Sharan 
Speanburgh, Lynn Keyes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sproat sisters   Mary 
Sproat Fisk,  Flora 

SproatHill, driven by 
Joseph Hogan. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Valley Falls Mayor  
 Richard Andrews 
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The History of the Powder Mills 
 

Last fall, we were pleased to greet David McMahon and Anne Kelly Lane, authors of “Peril in 
the Powder Mills; Gunpowder and Its Men”.  McMahon and Lane (both former residents of Valley 
Falls) gave a talk at the Pittstown Historical Society and participated in the Valley Falls Centennial 
celebration. Their book provides insight into the Black Powder Era and particularly the Schaghticoke 
Powder Mills, which was located along the Hoosic River in Valley Falls in both Pittstown and 
Schaghticoke. 
 

The manufacture of black powder is intertwined with the early expansion of our country. 
Overviews are given in the book on the leading American powder companies, their roles in the Civil 
War, and the many risks involved in powder making. 
  

Originally the powder industry consisted of numerous small powder mills scattered throughout 
the country. However, by the late 19th century, these mills were consolidated into a few corporate 
entities. Most of the local powder men had been employees of two large corporations – DuPont and 
Hercules. These men, and their predecessors, were instrumental in supplying the powder used to 
develop and defend America. The book tells of the heroism of the men who worked in the mills. 
 

The Schaghticoke Powder Mill was the oldest operating powder mill in America at the time of 
its final explosion in 1928. During the years 1849 to 1928 there were 29 explosions at the mill. Thirty 
eight men were killed and nineteen wheel mills exploded. 
 
 

Listed below are significant events in the history of the 
Schaghticoke Powder Mills, outlined by David McMahon 

 
1813: Opening of mills by Josiah and Nicholas Masters on Tomhannock Creek at Schaghticoke Hill at 
the request of President James Madison and NY Governor Tompkins. Located between Kingston and 
Montreal, these mills were the only ones at the time in the Hudson River region  
 
1850: Relocation of major mill operations along Hoosic River near Valley Falls. 
 
1858: Swift, Bliss & Greeley Co. becomes a stock company on  March 10 called Schaghticoke 
Powder. 
 
1862-5: Fourth largest producer of powder to Union troops during Civil War. 
 
1888: Patent issued to Chauncey Olds on powder formulation containing peas as gun barrel lubricant. 
This was a key patent for the Laflin & Rand Co.. The Olds family received an annual royalty until 
1919 when a lump sum of $5,500 was paid. 
 
1894: First powder produced by electric power at mills. This was also the first electricity produced in 
the entire area. 
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1908: Schaghticoke dam near the Big Eddy was completed by GE with hydroelectric power. The Powder 
Mills lost their waterpower generation capacity. Major revamping of the wheel mills was required. 
General Electric guaranteed 99 years of free electricity to the Mills. 
 
1913: Sherman Antitrust Act caused the breakup of the Gunpowder Trade Association monopoly. The 
Schaghticoke Mills, owned by DuPont, became part of a new company called Hercules. 
 
1928: Final explosions on March 16 caused the Mills to close after 115 years of operation. 
 
1937: Mill property was sold by Hercules to Mark Sweeney of Valley Falls. 
 
Anne Kelly Lane has also written a booklet called “The Powder Mill Gates; Memories of a 
Powdermaker’s Daughter”.  It is a touching tribute to a family whose own destiny is intimately 
intertwoven with the history of the Schaghticoke Powder Mills. 
 
Both books are published by INFINITY PUBLISHING. COM, 519 West Lancaster Avenue, Haverford, 
PA 19041-1413. 
 
Contact: Info@buybooksontheweb.com or Telephone toll free (877) BUY BOOK. 
 

 
Brick building, once part of the Schachticoke Powder Mills, on Powder Mill Road in Valley Falls, 1990 
(Courtesy of the Pittstown Historical Society) 
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  Undated photo of gunpowder testers posing for photographer at the Schaghticoke Powder Mills  in  
  Valley Falls (courtesy of the Pittstown Historical Society) 
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