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Getting To Know Pittstown’s Historic Places 
 

 
           The Austin farmstead, located on Austin Road, once housed early settlers of Pittstown. A witness 
to the history of Pittstown, the Austin home still stands in spite of years of vacancy. It is not known when 
the farmhouse was built (a smaller Austin house pre-dated it), but it is clear from the early photograph 
below that it was a fine home with a proud center entrance. Typical of many of Pittstown’s historic 
homes, it is a story and a half. 

The Austins had settled in Pittstown by the late 1700s. They were owners of a thriving farm. In 
1799, William Austin owned 208 acres and had his personal estate valued at $2,200, a respectable 
amount for that period. His taxes were $2.06. This may sound enviable, but, it should be remembered that 
municipal services were practically non-existent at the time. 

While our genealogical records of the Austin family are incomplete, we know that William 
eventually moved west and died in Ohio. Two of his children (Isaiah and Hannah) remained in Pittstown. 
Isaiah, who was born in 1773, became an ensign in the military service in 1805. He married Elizabeth 
Gifford (not coincidentally Gifford Road adjoins Austin Road in Pittstown). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    Austin farmhouse, Austin Road, undated, collection PHS.   
       Adelbert Austin and his wife, Elizabeth Downing, and their son, William Isaiah & his wife, Ruby Carpenter. 
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Isaiah (son of William) had several children, among them a son named Isaiah. This Isaiah (see 
photo below) was born in 1810 and married Eliza Wager. Unfortunately, he was killed at the age of 49, 
when a wagon ran over him. But Isaiah (son of Isaiah) did have a son, Adelbert, who carried on the 
family name. Adelbert married Elizabeth Downing in 1854, and they had two sons, William Isaiah and 
Ellis (both boys shown in the photo below). 

Ellis fell on ice and was killed at the age of 6. William I. married Ruby Carpenter. William I. and 
Ruby had no children, but remained on the farm. Ruby lived there until her death in 1974.  Ruby was 
known for the pedigreed dogs that she raised. She was proud of Pittstown’s history and thanks to her the 
PHS has these wonderful family photographs and many other historic items.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Isaiah Austin (son of Isaiah),      William Isaiah Austin and his brother 
        probably raised on the Austin Farm,     Ellis M., undated, collection PHS. 
        undated, collection PHS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Austin homestead, among many others in Pittstown, has not fared well in recent years. 
This photograph of the Austin home was taken in 2002. 
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Isaiah Austin Account Book 1797 – 1857 
The PHS has an accounting book of Isaiah Austin which covers a period of 60 years. It is a 

fascinating record of Isaiah’s transactions which include the sale of livestock and grain, the transporting 
of wood, the hewing of timbers, and the sale of butter and other farm goods. Some of the entries are in 
pounds and shillings.  

There is a question of which of the several Isaiahs who lived in Pittstown actually authored the 
account book. He was not the same Isaiah Austin who was the father of the Isaiah whose portrait is 
included in this newsletter. The father Isaiah was born in 1773 and died in 1853. The author Isaiah must 
have lived equally long to have written the account book. But we only know that he died in 1859. Both 
the father Isaiah and the author Isaiah are buried in Pittstown, and it is likely that they were related to 
each other. 

In addition to the accounting entries, there is a surprising report in the book regarding a suicide. 
 In 1820, Isaiah Austin wrote of the suicide of John Cronkhite. The description of the suicide is 
quite graphic and includes comments by witnesses who discovered Cronkhite’s body. It is referenced by 
Austin as a coroner’s inquest.  
 Shown below is a transcription of the excerpt from Austin’s account book relating to Cronkhite’s 
death:�
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
 
All lectures will be preceded by a brief meeting of the Pittstown Historical Society.  Meetings are free and 
open to the public.  Refreshments will be served following each lecture.  For further information about the 
meetings, contact: Constance Kheel 686-7514 or Ellen Wiley 663-5601 
 

 

 
September 15: “Pages from 
Pittstown’s Past”  
Pittstown’s history will be featured by Maren 
Stein, Trustee of the Pittstown Historical Society. 
Stein will present a survey and slide show looking 
at several aspects of Pittstown's history including 
how it relates to state and national events. Rivers, 
streams,  Indians, settlement, railroads, economy, 
schools, hamlets and villages are among the topics 
which will be discussed by Stein. A professor of 
history and political science for 30 years - mostly 
at Russell Sage College – Stein’s special area of 
interest is  local  history and politics. 
The meeting will be held at the Pittstown Town 
Hall in Tomhannock at 7:30 PM. 
  

 
October 20: “Schaghticoke 
Indians” 
The local Indian occupation - historic as well as 
pre-historic - is the subject of Christina Kelly’s 
talk. Focusing on the area near the junction of the 
Hoosic River, Tomhannock Creek and Hudson 
River, Kelly will include references to King 
Phillip’s War, the tree of peace, the departure of 
the Indians from the area, and the early U.S. fiction 
based on the Schaghticoke Indians. 
Kelly has served as town historian of Schaghticoke 
since 1986. She has also been a Spanish teacher at 
the Hoosic Valley School for 14 years. 
The meeting will be held at the Pittstown Town 
Hall in Tomhannock at 7:30 PM. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
November 17: “The Technology 
of 18th Century Timber Frame 
Construction in the New 
England Colonies” 
The timber frame construction of the historic 
buildings of New England will be discussed by 
Eric Gradoia. He will talk about the fundamentals 
of timber framing, types of joinery and the 
evolution of the craft. Gradoia will also illustrate 
various applications through case studies of period 
buildings. Gradoia is an Architectural Conservator 
and Historian with the Albany firm of Mesick 
Cohen Wilson Baker Architects. Gradoia recently 
purchased an historic home in  Pittstown, which he 
and his wife are restoring. 
The meeting will be held at the Pittstown Town 
Hall in Tomhannock at 7:30 PM. 
 

Did You Know? 
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Abandoned Cemeteries cared for 
 

The Pittstown Cemetery Committee, headed by Joe Ferrannini (Trustee of the Pittstown Historical 
Society), has wrought some 
significant changes this past 
summer in several of the town’s 
abandoned historic cemeteries. 
For example, Ferrannini and a 
few helpers spent over 128 hours 
working on the Geer Cemetery 
on Warren Cemetery Road. This 
cemetery had lost its access, and 
trees, and brush had 
overwhelmed it. Ferrannini 
installed steps to scale the steep 
banks to the cemetery and then 
proceeded to clear the site (See 
the before and after photos).  

Many thanks to Joe and 
his helpers for their hard work. 
Anyone interested in helping 
with other cemetery projects, 
please contact Joe at 686-4637. 

Joe Ferrannini of the Pittstown Cemetery Committee began work 
cutting  trees on the banks of the Geer Cemetery, which had become 
inaccessible. 

The  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Geer Cemetery after wood steps were built 
And the site cleared by Ferrannini and other 
Volunteers. 
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Family Research in the Midwest Leads to 
Indians and Capital Region 

 

 
By Maren Stein 

 
 

As I did research on my father’s family, I was amazed to find French and Indian fur traders in my 
family on the Mississippi River, not far from where I grew up!  

I knew when I found that out that I wanted to do more research on the topic, although I thought it was 
very far from Capital Region history, one of my other interests. But I was very surprised to find several 
connections that actually taught me more about Capital Region history.  

The first lesson was how important the Iroquois conquests were to the history of the Capital Region 
and to, indeed, the history of the whole United States.  As Europeans encroached on Iroquois lands, the 
Iroquois pressed west and north, trying to protect their security and their hunting grounds. These wars affected 
how they and other Native Americans had relations of conflict or cooperation with the European invaders, 
principally France and Great Britain, and the new Americans. 

I learned to think of the land as covered by river routes, not interstate or railroad routes. Sometimes the 
routes ended up being the same, as is the case with the Mohawk River. Indians and early colonialists used the 
rivers to travel great distances. I was surprised to find that two eastern tribes were represented on LaSalle's 
expedition on the Mississippi River - the Abenaki tribe and the Mohican or, possibly, Mohigan tribes. 

Trade with Native Americans to get the valuable furs was the great prize sought in the conflict over 
the continent. The Native American trade partners sought the best arrangements for themselves among the 
Dutch, English, and French. Albany was one of the most important centers for Dutch and English trading, 
with the rivers again playing the central role. All of the rivers in those days were wider and shallower, perfect 
for big and little canoes. 

As early as the late 1600s, Albany traders went as far as Michilimackinac, at present-day Mackinaw 
City and were captured. When the French government shut down trade in 1698, most clandestine activity 
came from Albany. The French traders themselves were willing to trade with the English and Dutch if it was 
to their advantage.  When I loaded a microfilm roll to look at a French ledger book from Montreal, I found the 
first name was Jacob Van Der Hayden, of Troy. 

Another name known in the Capital Region was prominent in mid-western colonial history. For 
example, William Johnson, whose home is a state historic site near Amsterdam, followed the Mohawk River 
to a conference with Indian Tribes near Detroit. He was active in both peace and war for decades. 

I first ran into the name of Arent Schuyler DePeyster as the commander of a French fort on Lake 
Superior. I asked a Dutch scholar I knew what a Dutch man was doing commanding a French Fort, and he 
told me he was French. He was a Dutch Protestant who had fled to the Netherlands and to North America. He 
was later the commander of the fort at Michilimackinac when the British controlled it. At one point, his 
brother owned land in Pittstown.   

I even found two of my relatives who had come from Quebec to the Capital Region, both in the 1700s. 
One was the clerk of ammunitions at Fort St. Frederic, now the state historic site, Crown Point.  Another 
brought a trading canoe holding 14 men to Albany in 1767. 

So now I am in the Capital Region, my second home (in Pittstown), researching colonial history here 
as well as in the mid-west, my first home. 
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Our Lectures are Fun and Full of Surprises! 
 

Last June Ken Kullman gave a lecture in the period 
costume of a mountain man. He was colorfully outfitted in 
leggings, moccasins, a fringed shirt, pouch for a pipe knife and 
sheath, a wool bag, powder horn, beaded necklaces and a fur hat. 

The rugged mountain men lived, traveled and moved west 
with native Mohawk Americans of New York. They trapped in 
the winter and traded European beads for fur in the period from 
1740 to 1845. The furs mountain men trapped were primarily 
beavers and fox, but also included raccoon, skunk, otter, coyote, 
mink, deer and bear. The fur was sold in European markets.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Notes on Historic Preservation 
Another interesting lecture was given by 

architectural historian and long time friend of the 
PHS, Ned Pratt.  Included here is a brief summary 
of his discussions regarding the maintenance and 
preservation of historic structures. 
  General themes in historic preservation: 

1. Original Use 
2. Save as a museum 
3. Adaptive Re-use 

  Possible approaches: 
1. Private efforts - simply keeping your 

house and your public buildings in good  
 

repair, respecting their history.  
2. Efforts to preserve important historic 
structures- because of their association with 
important events or people. 
3. Preserving Historic Communities or 
districts. This becomes a public policy and 
planning issue [and leads to #5 below]. 
4. Collecting old buildings and saving them 
in an historic park (for example the 
Farmer’s Museum in Cooperstown). 

5. Preserving traditional settlement and 
land-use patterns - viz. farms and farming. 

 

Joyce Peckham Memorial Scholarship Awards 
 

Annually, the PHS gives awards of $50 to qualifying students who are graduating from the three 
area high schools. The students must be residents of Pittstown and have demonstrated excellence in social 
studies. This year’s recipients were Christopher Konieczny  (Tamarac High School), Jacqueline Redick 
(Hoosick Falls Central School), and Candace Toftegaard (Hoosic Valley Central School). 
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Pittstown Agricultural Businesses of Yore 
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Pittstown Agricultural Businesses of Yore 
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Pittstown Agricultural Businesses of Yore 
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         Unidentified photo from the collection of the PHS 
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Check Your Mailing Label:  The date to the right of your name indicates when your dues were last paid.  
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