Prrrsrown HisToRICATL SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER Issue Il

Hard Winter,

You Think? |
Read About the |
Winter of 1888

You think our winter was | Jo

bad? The following

excerpts from the 1888

diary of farmer Charles E.

Sherman of Sherman .
Road in Pittstown
describe a chilling March

blizzard.
(Punctuation has been added for clarity)

Monday March 12, 1888:

Tuesday, March 13, 1888: !
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Wednesday, March 14, 1888: && Y
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% % ( !

Spring, 2003
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Note: At the time this diary was written, each hehad in Pittstown was responsible for
participating in road clearing and maintenance. Bkeng out roads refers to shoveling the

roads to make them passable.
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

All lectures will be preceded by a brief meetinglod Pittstown Historical Society. Meetings
are free and open to the public. Refreshmentsbeiberved following each lecture.

March 20: Dreaming of Timbuctoo
Writer Amy Godine will tell the story of a
community of African-American
homesteaders who settled in the
Adirondacks fifteen years before the Civil
War. Sixty men from Rensselaer County
were among the 3,000 black New Yorkers
who received gifts of Adirondack land.
Godine will explore this little-known
Adirondack/Rensselaer connection. She will
also talk about the role of the farmer and
abolitionist, John Brown. Godine has written
extensively about Adirondack social and
ethnic history for the magazine, Adirondack
Life. She was the principal researcher and
curator of the traveling exhibition,
“Dreaming of Timbuctoo” which was shown
at the Brooklyn Public Library and the Tang
Museum of Skidmore College as well as
other locations.

The meeting will be held at the Pittstown
Town Hall in Tomhannock at 7:30 PM.

April 17: Dinner, Annual Meeting
and Informal Talk on Agricultural

History

Agricultural history will be the topic of an
informal discussion and slide show. Historic
photos of farming in Pittstown will be

shown as well as some early publications on
agriculture. Everyone is encouraged to bring
something relating to agricultural history —
such as clothing, equipment (of a reasonable
size), photos, etc. Or, just come and tell a
story about your recollections of early farm
life in Pittstown.

The April meeting will be held at the
Tomhannock United Methodist Church in
Tomhannock. The Annual Dinner and
Meeting to conduct Pittstown Historical
Society business will be held at 6:30 PM.
Please bring your own place setting and a
dish to pass. The lecture will begin at 7:30
PM.

May 15: Threads of Time

Expert quilter Lynn Kane will talk about the
history of quilting in America. Kane’s
presentation will include, but not be limited
to, social and economic considerations, as
well as support of political causes. Kane will
also bring samples of antique quilt
publications, patterns and blocks. She
encourages those attending the lecture to
bring your own quilts for purposes of
discussion. In September, 2002, Kane
opened the Quilted Cardinal shop on NY
Route 7 in Pittstown. Kane, who lives in
Raymertown, publishes a newsletter on all
topics quilt related. She gives classes on
quilt making as well. Her courses include a
wide range of quilting topics, such as how to
make crazy quilts, crib-size quilts, machine
made quilts, landscape quilts, memory
quilts, and more.

The meeting will be held at the Pittstown
Town Hall in Tomhannock at 7:30 PM.

June 19: French Canadian History

in the Capital District

Historian Bernie Ouimet will give a talk
about the French Canadian immigration to
the Capital District in the 1Band 18'
centuries. He will discuss what prompted the
migration from Quebec, telling how an
ethnic community was established. Ouimet
will also talk about integration, work
environment within the city (for example
Cohoes), and lifestyle of the workers in the
mills. Ouimet, who was born in Canada but
moved to Cohoes at the age of eleven,
taught American history for 29 years. He is
a musician (French/Canadian folk music) as
well as an historian. Living now in Easton,
Ouimet is a choir director and church
organist.

The meeting will be held at the Pittstown
Town Hall in Tomhannock at 7:30 PM.
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Getting to know Pittstown’s Historic Places

There are many cemeteries in Pittstown, beiQld Cooksboro Cemetery counts among our
oldest and most historically significant. The ceangis located on the northeast corner of the
junction of Fogarty, Cushman, North Pole and CooksliRoads.

Grave stones in the Old Cooksboro (alternagpbiled Cooksborough) Cemetery date from
the late 1700s. Button, Eddy, Francisco, FilkinGoff, Herrick, Hayner, Ketchum, Larabee,
Lohnes, Reed, Vandercook and Wing are some ofdheea of Pittstown pioneers buried in the
Cemetery. Many descendants of these familiedistllin Pittstown.

One unique grave site is that of slave Peterdon, who died at the age of 84 in 1849. It is
believed that he was an highly respected slavave been afforded a plot in this cemetery.

But perhaps the most outstanding featuréefald Cooksboro
Cemetery is the gravestone of Michael Vandercooihvis scripted in
Dutch. Vandercook was born in 1715 in New Jerseywids a founder,
teacher and supporter of the Dutch Reformed Chittelsettled on his

patent in Pittstown on May, 1762.

The following, translated into English, isexcerpt from

Vandercook’s gravestone:

“The above sage was a firm friend to the libertiesf his country in

1776

By which he lost the greater part of his prosperityand in July 1777
he had his home rob’d and his life threatened by soe of the British

King’'s Robers

while his sons and the rest of the military were gee to the

northward to oppose Burgoyne

As also by the depreciation of the then currency,

all of which he bore With Christian fortitude.”

Early stones in the Old Cooksboro Cemetery

Early Dutch Settlers in

Pittstown By Maren Stein

Among the people to come to early Pittstown
were the Dutch. The first Dutch settlement in the
region was at Beverwych (Beaver Town), now
Albany, in the mid 1600s. The main activities
there were farming and trade, particularly with
Native Americans bringing beaver and other furs
from far and near in New France. Settlement
spread out from Albany along the rivers and the
few existing roads.

Albany bought land in Schaghticoke in 1707
and sold it to the sons and grandsons of the
original settlers. Around the same time, a
sanctuary for Indians fleeing New England wars
was established by Governor Andros where the
Hoosick River (an ancient travelway) meets the
Hudson. Both the Dutch and the Indian
settlements were designed as frontier border

protection against the French and the Indians
allied with them. Armed conflict and some
cooperation continued for many years along
this frontier border.

One of the early Dutch settlers in Pittstown
was Michael Vandercook. He came from New
Jersey about 1763 with his wife and six sons
(Michael, Simon, Hendrick, Cornelius and the
twins Isaac and Jacob).

They settled on a 6,000 acre farm around
the intersection of Cooksboro, Fogarty, North
Pole, and Cushman Roads (Cooksboro and
Cushman may have been part of the Old St.
Croix Road.). Two nearby cemeteries have
Vandercook graves. The Schaghticoke Dutch
Reformed Church records contain many
references to the family, and descendants still
live in the area.

The PHS is seeking more information and
documentation on the early Dutch settlers,
which we will include in future newsletters
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Historic Image of the Tomhannock Reservoir

New Acquisitions

Seven postcards of the Raymertown area were
recently donated to the Pittstown Historical
Society by the Lansingburgh Historical Society.
While the majority of the cards were undated, they
all appear to have been produced in the early
1900s. One of the postcards is featured above. Th
other postcards contain views of stores in
Raymertown.

Recent donations to the PHS also include some
historic educational material, such as books
(dating from the 19 century) which were once
used in Pittstown School districts.

Political Equality Club Celebrates its

100" Birthday

In our last newsletter, we wrote about the
Political Equality Club of Valley Falls. This Club,
founded on May 13, 1903, was a prime mover in
the establishment of the Valley Falls Library. We
neglected to mention, however, that the Club is
still in existence after 100 years!

In 1916, the name of the group was changed to
the Woman'’s Club of Valley Falls and Vicinity.
At present, the Club is going strong with 40
members.

This spring, on May 13 the Club will be
celebrate its 10Danniversary with a luncheon at
which Board members will dress in period

D

clothing. For further information, contact
President Elsie Kowalchyk at 235-4370.

Volunteer Work Earns Money
Again for the Pittstown Historical
Society

Once again thanks are due to Barbara Post who
earned another $100 for the PHS. The money was
awarded by the “Volunteerism Always Pays”
program.

Thank you Barbara, again!

Thanks as well to all the others who have
made donations to the PHS this past year.

Hospitality Committee

Trustee Gloria Riddell has agreed to head our
Hospitality Committee. She will be coordinating
preparations for the Annual Dinner in April and
overseeing refreshments at our monthly meetings.
Refreshments have traditionally been provided on
a rotating basis by PHS members. Gloria will be
contacting members in the upcoming months
looking for volunteers to provide refreshments.

Did you Know? [ A
There were 9 taverns in==%
Pittstown in 1862.

About the Newsletter

We welcome comments, letters, suggestions.
Please contact Editor, Constance Kheel at 686-
7514.






